
Geography at Laira Green Primary School - New Curriculum Information  

At Laira Green we have adopted the new National Curriculum programmes of study for geography which are as follows: 

 

Subject: GEOGRAPHY 

 

Changes to the curriculum 
 
There are a few changes to this Programme of Study at both Key Stages, although overall content is slimmed down and similar 
to the old curriculum. 
Geography is now split into the following headings:  
 
             Location knowledge,  
             Place knowledge,  
             Human and Physical Geography  
             Geographical skills and fieldwork. 
 
KS1 pupils will name and locate the continents and oceans. They will now locate the 4 countries of the UK and be able to name 
and locate their capital cities. They will also be expected to describe routes on a map using directional language and compass 
points.  
 
At Key Stage 2 pupils will focus on learning about United Kingdom, Europe, North and South America. 
 

 

 

 

See the following programs of study: - 

 



Geography 
 

Key 
Stage 1 

Year 1 
 

Year 2 
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 Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four 
countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas 

 Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United 
Kingdom 

 Use geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical 
features: Beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season, weather; 
Human features: City, town, village, factory, farm, house, 
office, port, harbour and shop 

 Connect to their locality and surrounding area 
 

 

 Develop a knowledge of the wider United Kingdom and the 
World 

 Name and locate the world’s continents and oceans 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
studying the human and physical geography of a small area of 
the United Kingdom and of a contrasting non-European 
Country 

 Identify hot/cold areas of the World in relation to the Equator 
and North/South Poles 

 Use maps and photographs at appropriate skill level 

 Use fieldwork skills at an appropriate skill level 
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 Ask and respond to simple closed questions 
led by teacher 

 Use information books/pictures as sources of 
information. 

 Investigate their surroundings in terms of the 
school, the local area, the wider community 
and the UK 

 Make observations about where things are e.g. 
within school or local area 
 

 

 Ask simple geographical questions; Where is it? What's it like?  

 Use books, stories, maps, pictures/photos and internet as 
sources of information.  

 Investigate their surroundings in the wider UK and start to 
contrast 

 Make simple comparisons between features of different places 
using physical and human features. 

 Make appropriate observations about why things happen. 
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Please see separate detailed skills ladder for Map Work and Field work skills 

 

  



Geography  
 

Key 
Stage 2 

Year 3 
 

Year 4 
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 Extend their knowledge of the UK beyond the local area 
in include other countries 

 Name and locate cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and 
physical characteristics, including hills, mountains cities, 
rivers, key topographical features and land use patterns; 
settlements and land-use and understand how some of 
the aspects have changed over time 

 The Water Cycle 

 Map and field work skills at appropriate level 

 

 Making contrast to a European area 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical geography of a region or 
area of the United Kingdom, and a region or area of a 
European Country 

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 
and  
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries and major cities 

 Map and field work skills at appropriate level 
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 Begin to ask/initiate geographical questions. 

 Use books, stories, atlases, pictures/photos 
and internet as sources of information. 

 Investigate places and themes at more than 
one scale 

 Begin to collect and record evidence aided 

 Analyse evidence and begin to draw 
conclusions e.g. make comparisons between 
two locations using photos/pictures, 
temperatures in different locations 

 

 
 Ask and respond to questions and offer their own ideas. 

 Extend to satellite images, aerial photographs 

 Investigate places and themes at more than one scale 

 Collect and record evidence with some aid 

 Analyse evidence and draw conclusions e.g. make 
comparisons between locations photos/pictures/maps 
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Please see separate detailed skills ladder for Map Work and Field work skills 

 

  



Geography    
 

Key 
Stage 2 

Year 5 
 

Year 6 
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A further European contrast or North America or South America:  

 Understand geographical similarities and differences 
through the study of human and physical geography of a 
region or area of the United Kingdom, and a region or 
area of a European Country and a region or Area within 
North or South America 

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on 
Europe, North and South America and concentrating on 
their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries and major cities. 

 Physical geography including climate zones, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes. 

 Human geography including types of economic activity 
and trade-links 

 

 

 North America or South America in contrast to the UK and other 
countries studied in previous years 

 Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle and 
time zones including day and night 

 Physical geography including biomes and vegetation belts. 

 Human Geography including the distribution of natural 
resources including energy, food, minerals and water 
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Begin to suggest questions for investigating 

 Begin to use primary and secondary sources 
of evidence in their investigations. 

 Investigate places with more emphasis on the 
larger scale; contrasting and distant places 

 Collect and record evidence unaided 

 Analyse evidence and draw conclusions e.g. 
compare historical maps of varying scales e.g. 
temperature of various locations - influence on 
people/everyday life 

 Progress learning with appropriate 
development in skills around field work and 
map work 

Suggest questions for investigating 

 Use primary and secondary sources of evidence in their 
investigations. 

 Investigate places with more emphasis on the larger scale;  

 contrasting and distant places 

 Collect and record evidence unaided 

 Analyse evidence and draw conclusions e.g. from field work 
data on land use comparing land use/temperature, look at 
patterns and explain reasons behind it 

 Progress learning with appropriate development in skills around 
field work and map work 
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Please see separate detailed skills ladder for Map Work and Field work skills 



Geography Fieldwork 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Questionnaires Listen to an adult asking  
another child or adult 
about familiar 
environments or 
activities 

Ask a familiar person  
prepared  
Use a pro-forma and put 
ticks in boxes. 

Gain confidence in 
speaking to an 
unfamiliar person.  
Records some of what 
they found out  
Use a simple database 
to present findings. 

Suggest questions to 
ask as part of an 
investigation. 
Use appropriate 
geographical 
vocabulary. 
Record the main points 
shortly after.  
Use a database to 
present findings. 

Prepare questions for an 
interview. 
Use appropriate 
language and ask 
questions that are 
responsive to the 
interviewee’s views.  
Make brief notes during 
an interview to help 
them make a clear 
record of the main 
points. 
Use a database to 
interrogate and amend 
information collected.  

 

Select interviewing as 
an appropriate method 
for collecting evidence. 
Decide on an 
appropriate interviewee.  
Prepare and carry out 
interview, sometimes in 
a formal situation. 
Evaluate the quality of 
the evidence. 
Use a database to 
interrogate and amend 
information collected. 

Observation and 
Field sketching 

Draw simple features 
they observe in their 
familiar environment. 
Add colour and textures 
to prepared sketches. 

Draw an outline of 
simple features they 
observe. 
Add colour, texture and 
detail to prepared field 
sketches. 
Join labels to correct 
features. 

Draw a sketch of a 
simple feature from 
observation or photo. 
Add colour, texture and 
detail to own field 
ketches. 
Add title and descriptive  
labels with help 

Pick out the key lines 
and features of a view in 
the field using a 
viewfinder to help. 
Annotate their sketch 
with descriptive and 
explanatory labels. 
Add title, location and 
direction to sketch. 

Evaluate their sketch 
against criteria and 
improve it. 
Use sketches as 
evidence in an 
investigation. 

Select field sketching 
from a range of 
techniques for an 
investigation. 
Evaluate quality of the 
evidence it gives. 
Annotate sketches to 
describe and explain 
geographical processes 
and patterns. 
 

Photography Recognise a photo 
taken by a teacher as a 
record of what they have 
seen. 

Use a camera in the 
field with help to record 
what they have seen. 
Label the photo with 
help 

Point out useful views to 
photograph for their 
investigation. 
Add titles and labels to 
photos giving date and 
location. 

Suggest how photos 
provide useful evidence 
for their investigations. 
Use a camera 
independently 
Locate a photo on a 
map. 
Annotate the photo. 

Make a judgement about 
the best angle or 
viewpoint. 
Evaluate usefulness of 
their photos. 
Use photos for their 
investigations. 

Select photography from 
a range of techniques as 
the most appropriate for 
the evidence they need. 
Evaluate the quality of 
the evidence they collect 
this way. 

Measurement Use everyday language 
to describe features E.g. 
bigger, smaller than. 

Use every day non-
standard units E.g. 
hands for length. 
Counts the number of. 
E.g. children who come 
to school by car. 

Use every day standard 
and non-standard units  
occasionally  
Begin to organise 
recordings. 

Use easy to read  
instruments 
Count and record 
different types at the 
same time using a tally. 
Organise results in a  
spreadsheet 

Select and use a range 
of measuring 
instruments in 
investigations. 
Design own census, 
pilot, with help, and 
evaluate it. 
 

Select and use a range 
of measuring 
instruments in 
investigations. 
Design own census, 
pilot and evaluate it 

  



Geography Map Skills 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Direction/ 
Location 

Follow directions (Up, 
down, left/right,  
forwards/backwards) 

Follow directions (as 
year 1 and including 
NSEW) 

Use 4 compass points 
to  
follow/give directions:  
Use letter/no. co-
ordinates to locate 
features on a map. 

Use 4 compass points 
well:  
Begin to use 8 
compass  
points; 
Use letter/no. co-
ordinates to locate 
features on a map  
confidently 

Use 8 compass 
points; 
Begin to use 4 figure 
co-ordinates to locate 
features on a map. 

Use 8 compass points  
confidently and 
accurately; 
Use 4 figure co-
ordinates confidently 
to locate features on 
a map. 
Begin to use 6 figure 
grid refs; use latitude 
and longitude on atlas 
maps. 
 

Drawing maps Draw picture maps of 
imaginary places and 
from stories. 

Draw a map of a real 
or imaginary place 
(e.g. add detail to a 
sketch map from an 
aerial photograph) 

Try to make a map of 
a short route 
experienced, with 
features in correct 
order. 
Try to make a simple 
scale drawing. 

Make a map of a 
short route 
experienced, with 
features in correct 
order; 
Make a simple scale 
drawing. 

Make a map of a 
short route 
experienced, with 
features in correct 
order. 
Make a simple scale 
drawing. 

Draw a variety of 
thematic maps based 
on their own data. 
Begin to draw plans 
of increasing 
complexity 

Representation Use own symbols on 
an imaginary map. 

Begin to understand 
the need for a key. 
Use class agreed 
symbols to make a 
simple key. 

Know why a key is 
needed. 
Use standard 
symbols. 

Know why a key is 
needed. 
Begin to recognise 
symbols on an OS 
map. 

Know why a key is 
needed. 
Begin to recognise 
symbols on an OS 
map. 

Use/recognise OS 
map  
symbols; 
Use atlas symbols. 

Using maps Use a simple picture 
map to move around 
the school; Recognise 
that it is about a 
place. 

Follow a route on a 
map. 
Use a plan view. 
Use an infant atlas to 
locate places. 

Locate places on 
larger scale maps e.g. 
map of Europe. 
Follow a route on a 
map with some 
accuracy (e.g. whilst 
orienteering). 

Locate places on 
large scale maps, 
(e.g. Find UK or India 
on globe) 
Follow a route on a 
large scale map. 

Locate places on 
large scale maps, 
(e.g. Find UK or India 
on globe). 
Follow a route on a 
large scale map. 

Follow a short route 
on an OS map. 
Describe features 
shown on OS map. 
Locate places on a 
world map.  
Use atlases to find 
out about other 
features of places. 
 

Scale/Distance Use relative 
vocabulary (e.g. 
bigger/smaller, 
like/dislike). 

Begin to spatially 
match places (e.g. 
recognise UK on a 
small scale and larger 
scale map). 

Begin to match 
boundaries (e.g. find 
same boundary of a 
country on different 
scale maps). 

Begin to match 
boundaries (E.g. find 
same boundary of a 
county on different 
scale maps.) 

Begin to match 
boundaries (e.g. find 
same boundary of a 
county on different 
scale maps). 

Use a scale to 
measure distances. 
Draw/use maps and 
plans at a range of 
scales. 
 



Laira Green will be continuing to deliver foundation subjects by organising teaching and learning into a topic based approach, 

linking several subject areas often including Geography. The children will therefore access and explore geography through a wide 

range of learning experiences, for example art and design, design and technology, music, history, computing and English. We 

always aim to enrich the children’s learning experiences with practical and exciting learning opportunities such as trips, visitors, and 

using local resources such as the museum and of course examples of the rich physical geography of Plymouth. During each term 

there will be an ‘overarching’ focus for the topic which will give the children a purpose for their learning (see highlighted below in 

purple). To enable each child to access the full coverage as laid out in the new curriculum documents, Laira Green has produced a 

2 year ‘rolling programme’ of topics.  

We will also continue to include projects that strengthen and develop Laira Green’s geographical links with our international 

partnership schools – Kalika Primary School in Nepal and Algesiras Primary School in Brest, France. These projects run alongside 

and are included in our Geography curriculum.  

Our Foundation children are introduced to geographical learning through the early year’s curriculum in the specific area of 

‘Understanding the world’. Some of this learning is incorporated into topic work covered, at other times it may be in direct response 

to an avenue of learning that the children are interested in or from a catalyst such as a child’s experience that they have shared or 

perhaps an artefact that they have brought into show their peers from a visit to another place. We encourage the children to 

understand the geographical features of their local environment and their relative position to each other e.g. home, school, church 

and Efford Valley through various activities and visits. This helps the children to make sense of the immediate world around them 

and give themselves a sense of where they come from. 

 

Below is listed the rolling programme for the next two academic years. 

 

 

  



Geography Rolling Program Cycle A  2014-15 

 

 Autumn Terms 1 and 2 Spring Terms 3 and 4 Summer Terms 5 and 6 
 
 
 

Years 1  
(Fireflies,  
Caterpillars) 
 
Year 2 
Dragonflies, 
Butterflies) 

 

Whole School Challenge 

How can we run a museum to 

share the History of Britain and the  

World? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What is it like in the place around us? 

Can we explore it? 

 

Places around us, school, local area (G) 

Weather (G) 

Seasonal Changes (G) 

 
 
 

 

What can we grow in our 

environment? 
 

Exploring the outdoors - Katie Morag 

(G) 

 
 

Year 3  
(Chestnut) 
Year 3 and 
4  
(Sycamore) 
Year 4 and 
5 
(Hazel) 

 

Whole School Challenge 

How can we run a museum to 

share the History of Britain and 

the World? 

 

What makes us different to other parts 

of the world and beyond and how can we 

communicate this? 

 

What might we learn from great 

designers? Can we create a new 

invention or product? 

 

The geography of the UK and its 

changes (G) 

Years 5 and 
6 
(Ash and 
Birch) 

 

Whole School Challenge 

How can we run a museum to 

share the History of Britain and 

the World? 

 

What makes us different to other parts  

of the world and beyond and how can we  

communicate this? 

 

The world around us- Contrasting further afield 

in Europe and America (climates/physical 

activity) (G) 

 
 

 

What might we learn from great 

designers? Can we create a new 

invention or product? 

 

 



Geography Rolling Program Cycle B  2015-16 

 

 Autumn Terms 1 and 2 Spring Terms 3 and 4 Summer Terms 5 and 6 
 
 

Years 1  
(Fireflies,  
Caterpillars) 
 
Year 2 
Dragonflies, 
Butterflies) 

 

Whole School Challenge 

How can we run a museum to 

share the History of Britain and 

the World? 

 

Can we help our families to be healthy  

through exercise and food? 

 
 
 
 

 

Can we create a gallery to share the 

culture of a different country? 

 

 

A non European place in the world- 

linking to a non European country 

(Nepal) (G) 

 

Year 3  
(Chestnut) 
Year 3 and 
4  
(Sycamore) 
Year 4 and 
5 
(Hazel) 

 

Whole School Challenge 

How can we run a museum to 

share the History of Britain and 

the World? 

 

How can we celebrate a different part  

of Europe in our town? 

 

Getting into Europe- contrasts to our country 

(France) (G) 
 

 

Why is clean water so important to  

the world and what can we support  

people to access it? 

 

Water: Rivers, the water cycle, issues 

with water in the world (G) 
 

Years 5 and 
6 
(Ash and 
Birch) 

 

Whole School Challenge 

How can we run a museum to  

share the History of Britain and  

the World? 
 

 
 

Can we leave a legacy in our school or 

community? 

 

What made people want the 

American dream? What makes North 

/ South America special today and 

can they influence our own event? 

 

America study (North or South) (G) 

 
 

 


