
History at Laira Green School- New Curriculum Information  

At Laira Green we have adopted the new National Curriculum programmes of study for history which are as follows: 

Subject: HISTORY 

 

Key stage 1 (Y1 and y2) Key stage 2 (Y3,Y4,Y5,Y6) 

Pupils should be taught about:  
Changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be  
used to reveal aspects of change in national life  
Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally  
(e.g. the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events  
commemorated through festivals or anniversaries)  
The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to  
National and international achievements. Some should be used to  
compare aspects of life in different periods (e.g. Elizabeth I and Queen  
Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton 
and  
Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Brueghel the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks  
and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and Edith Cavell)  
Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.  
 

Pupils should be taught about: 
Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 
The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 
Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 
The Viking and Anglo Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England 
A Local History study 
A study or aspect of British History that extends pupil’s chronological  
knowledge beyond 1066 
The achievements of the Earliest Civilisations – an overview of where  
and when they appeared and a detailed study of one of the following:  
Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty 
of Ancient China 
Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their  
influence on the Western world 
A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – 
one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of  
Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West 
Africa) c. AD 900-1300.  
 

 

 

In response to this and in order to ensure that our children meet the full curriculum coverage we have organised the content into the 

year group teams. In addition to the coverage we have included a progression of skills to be taught at each particular year group 

level: 

 

 

 

 

 



Key Stage 1  Year 1  Year 2 

 

Coverage Changes within living memory – where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life. 
Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 
 
The lives of significant individuals in Britain's past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to 
compare aspects of life in different periods. 
Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally. 
 
 

 

Skill- 
Chronological 
understanding 

● Sequence events in their life 
● Sequence 3 or 4 artefacts from different periods of time 
● Match objects to people of different ages 
● Describe memories of key events in lives 

 

● Sequence artefacts closer together in time 
● Sequence photographs from different periods of their life 
● Describe key events and when they happened in time 

 
 

Skill- 
range and 
depth 

● Recognise the difference between past and present in their 
own and others’ lives 

● Recount episodes from stories about the past 

 

● Recognise why people did things, why events happened and 
what happened as a result 

● Identify differences between ways of life at different times 

 

Skill- 
Interpretation of 
history 

● Use stories to encourage children to distinguish between 
fact and fiction 

● Compare adults talking about the past – how reliable are 
their memories? 

 
 

● Compare 2 versions of a past event 
● Compare pictures or photographs of people or events in the 

past 
● Discuss reliability of photos/accounts/stories 

 
 

Skill- 
Historical 
Enquiry 

● Find answers to simple questions about the past from 
sources of information e.g. artefacts 

 

● Use a source – observe or handle sources to answer 
questions about the past on the basis of simple observations. 

 

 

 

 



 

Key Stage 2 Year 3  Year 4 

 

Coverage Ancient Greece      Ancient Rome     The Roman Empire’s impact on Britain           Local History study           Changes in Britain from the 
Stone Age to the Iron Age  

 

Skill- 
Chronological 
understanding 

● Place the time studied on a time line 
● Use dates and terms related to the study unit and passing 

of time 
● Sequence several events or artefacts 

● Place events from period studied on timeline 
● Use terms related to the period and begin to date events 
● Understand more complex terms e.g. BC/AD 

 

Skill- 
range and 
depth 

● Find out about everyday lives of people in time studied 
● Compare with our life today 
● Identify reasons for and results of people's actions 
● Understand why people may have wanted to do something 

● Use evidence to reconstruct life in time studied 
● Identify key features and events of time studied 
● Look for links and effects in time studied 
● Offer a reasonable explanation for some events 

 
 

Skill- 
Interpretation of 
history 

● Identify and give reasons for different ways in which the 
past is represented 

● Distinguish between different sources – compare different 
versions of the same story 

● Look at representations of the periods 

 
 

● Look at the evidence available 
● Use various sources to gain historical knowledge 
● Begin to evaluate the usefulness of different sources 

 
 

Skill- 
Historical 
Enquiry 

● Use a range of sources to find out about a period 
● Observe small details – artefacts, pictures  
● Select and record information relevant to the study  
● Begin to use various means of research 

 

● Use evidence to build up a picture of a past event 
● Choose relevant material to present a picture of one aspect 

of life in time past 
● Ask a variety of questions 
● Use various means of research and begin independently 

researching. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Key Stage 2 Year 5 Year 6 

 

Coverage The achievements of the Earliest Civilisations. An overview of where and when they appeared and a detailed study -: Ancient Egypt. 
Time period post-1066 of schools choice -, Victorians, 
Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots, and The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England. 
A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history.; Mayan civilisation c. AD 900 
 

 

Skill- 
Chronological 
understanding 

● Know and sequence key events of time studied 
● Use relevant terms and period labels 
● Make comparisons between different times in the past 

 

● Place current study on timeline in relation to other studies 
● Use relevant dates and terms 
● Sequence up to 10 events on a time line 

 

Skill- 
range and 
depth 

● Study different aspects of different people - differences 
between men and women 

● Examine causes and results of great events and the impact 
on people 

● Compare life in early and late 'times' studied 
● Compare an aspect of life with the same aspect in another 

period 

 

● Find out about beliefs, behaviour and characteristics of 
people,  

● recognising that not everyone shares the same views and 
feelings  

● Compare beliefs and behaviour with another time studied 
● Write another explanation of a past event in terms of cause 

and effect  
● using evidence to support and illustrate their explanation 
● Know key dates, characters and events of time studied 

 
 

Skill- 
Interpretation of 
history 

● Compare accounts of events from different sources – 
                fact or fiction 

● Offer some reasons for different versions of events 

 

● Link sources and work out how conclusions were arrived at 
● Consider ways of checking the accuracy of interpretations – 

fact or fiction and opinion 
● Be aware that different evidence will lead to different 

conclusions 

 
 
 

Skill- 
Historical 
Enquiry 

● Begin to identify primary and secondary sources 
● Use evidence to build up a picture of a past event 
● Select relevant sections of information 

● Recognise primary and secondary sources 
● Use a range of sources to find out about an aspect of time 

past 



 ● Suggest omissions and the means of finding out 
● Bring knowledge gathered from several sources together in a 

fluent account 

 

Laira Green will be continuing to deliver our foundation subjects by organising our teaching and learning into a topic based approach, 

linking several subject areas often including history. The children will therefore access and explore history through a wide range of 

learning experiences, for example art and design, design and technology, music, geography, computing and English. We always aim 

to enrich the children’s learning experiences with practical and exciting learning opportunities such as trips, visitors, and using local 

resources such as the museum and of course examples of the rich history of Plymouth.  During each term there will be an 

‘overarching’ focus for the topic which will give the children a purpose for their learning (see highlighted below in purple). To enable 

each child to access the full coverage as laid out in the new curriculum documents, Laira Green has produced a 2 year ‘rolling 

programme’ of topics... The history coverage within this programme is below, we will continue to send home ‘topic’ leaflets each term 

with detailed information regarding planned learning, trips, visitors, experiences and home learning linked to each topic. We will also 

continue to include mini topics and their historical links in response to significant calendar and news events e.g. The Olympics, Royal 

celebrations etc. when they occur. 

 

Our Foundation children are introduced to historical learning through the Early years specific area of ‘Understanding the world’, some 

of this learning is incorporated into topic work covered, at other times it may be in direct response to an avenue of learning that the 

children are interested in or from a catalyst such as a child’s experience that they have shared or perhaps an artefact that they have 

brought into show their peers. We encourage the children to understand the concept of the past, changes, differences and discussing 

their thoughts and observations- all essential foundations in this area of the curriculum. 

 

History Rolling Programme 

Cycle A- Academic Year 2014- 2015 

 

 Autumn Terms 1 and 2 Spring Terms 3 and 4 Summer Terms 5 and 6 

Years 1  
(Fireflies, 
Caterpillars) 
Year 2 
Dragonflies, 

Whole School Challenge 

How can we run a museum to 

share the History of Britain and 

the World? 

 

What is it like in the place around us? 

Can we explore it? 

 
 
 

What can we grow in our 

environment? 

 
 
 



Butterflies) Significant events and people. 

 The Great Fire of London - 

events beyond living memory (H) 

 Florence Nightingale Lives of 

significant individuals (H) 

Living memories of history/ Changes (H) 

 Lives of significant individuals/ Events- 

Space exploration (H) 

 Lives of significant individual- 

Charles Darwin- (H) 
 
 

Year 3 
(Chestnut) 
Year 3 and 4 
(Sycamore) 
Year 4 and 5 
(Hazel) 
 

Whole School Challenge 

How can we run a museum to 

share the History of Britain and 

the World? 

 

Ancient Greece (H) 

Inventions from the past- Greek 

(DT +H) 

Where are their environments in the 

world at risk and can we help them? 

What does it mean to be British and 

can we recognise this locally? 

 
 

Britain through time: Stone age to 

Iron Age(H) 
 

Years 5 and 6 
(Ash and Birch) 

Whole School Challenge 

How can we run a museum to 

share the History of Britain and 

the World? 

 

Snapshots of History- 

A world early civilization- 

Egyptians (H) *We have taken into 

account that this cohort have already 

experienced aspects of Egyptian 

history in KS2 and for this year we 

plan to focus on the area of Egyptian 

death, particularly death masks and 

link it with the RE topic and art.  

British History- Anglo Saxons and 

Vikings (H) 
 
 

What makes us different to other parts 

of the world and beyond and how can we 

communicate this? 

 

What might we learn from great 

designers? Can we create a new 

invention or product? 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Cycle B- Academic Year 2015- 2016 

 

 Autumn Terms 1 and 2 Spring Terms 3 and 4 Summer Terms 5 and 6 

Years 1  
Year 2 
 

Whole School Challenge 

How can we run a museum to 

share the History of Britain and 

the World? 

 

Key events and people in the past 

(H) 

Can we help our families to be healthy 

through exercise and food? 

 
 
 
 
 

Can we create a gallery to share the 

culture of a different country? 

 
 
 
  
 

Year 3 Year 3 
and 4  
Year 4 and 5 
 
 

Whole School Challenge 

How can we run a museum to 

share the History of Britain and 

the World? 

 

The Roman Empire and its impact 

on Britain (H) 
 

Local History (Local Tudor links/ 

Barbican etc.) (H) 

How can we celebrate a different part 

of Europe in our town? 

Why is clean water so important to 

the world and what can we support 

people to access it? 

? 

 
 
 

Years 5 and 6 
 

Whole School Challenge 

How can we run a museum to 

share the History of Britain and 

the World? 

Can we leave a legacy in our school or 

community? 

 
 

What made people want the 

American dream? What makes North 

/ South America special today and 

can they influence our own event? 



 

History of Britain in a chosen 

time period (Victorians?)(H) 
 

An early world History (Mayans?) 

(H) 
 
 

 

 


