
 

Newsletter 

June 2015 
 



Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome to summer term 2015  and what a busy term ahead we have. 
 

Our Year Five’s will be spending a week on their residential trip to Nethercott Farm and Year Six will 
be travelling to France to visit Algeiras Primary School, our link school whilst enjoying the French  
culture. 
 

We also hope to be  welcoming two teachers from our link school, Kalika Primary and Secondary in 
Nepal towards the end of July.  Our school community raised over £700 for the people of Nepal. After  
consulting parents, staff and governors we have decided to donate the money direct to the school and 
local community who were affected by the earthquake. 
 

We have many events this term; Sports Days, Annual Summer Music Evening, Volunteers  
Strawberries and Cream Tea Event, The Summer Fair, Year Two Assembly and of course the Year 
Six Leavers Assembly.  Class trips take place this term and I would like to thank the Parents Forum 
for contributing £5 per pupil to help cover the cost of all the trips.    
 

Our recent INSET last Monday addressed aspects of the new Maths Curriculum which includes  
Fluency, Reasoning and Problem Solving.  We had an inspiring morning with Alison Hurrell and  
Mrs Hunter as we relaunched Talk It, Solve It which addresses aspects of the ‘reasoning’ concept on 
the curriculum. 
 

Finally, included within this month’s newsletter is a booklet containing some suggestions of questions 
you may like to ask your child as they are reading.  This is particularly needed for pupils in KS2 who, 
whilst being able to ‘read’, often need more experience of inference, deduction and higher order level 
questioning.  We hope you find the booklets useful. 
 

Kind regards 
 
Miss Bailey 

 
 THE HERALD WIN A £10,000 PLAYGROUND  

FOR OUR SCHOOL 
 

PLEASE COLLECT THE HERALD VOUCHERS FROM 8TH JUNE TO 11TH JULY TO GIVE US A 
CHANCE AT WINNING THS COMPETITION. 

PASS THE VOUCHERS TO THE SCHOOL OFFICE PLEASE. 
MANY THANKS 

 
SCHOOL MEALS. 

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR SCHOOL MEALS ARE NOW PROVIDED BY  

A NEW COMPANY,   
CaterEd.  

 
PLEASE ENSURE THAT ANY CHEQUES ARE MADE PAYABLE TO 

 CaterEd. 
 

THANK YOU 
 

PARENTS/CARERS OF CHILDREN IN RECEPTION AND KS1. 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU RETURN THE UNIVERSAL FREE SCHOOL MEALS FORM TO THE  

OFFICE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

 



 

 

Teacher ‘s Highlights of the Week! 

Tag Rugby—The spirit, skill and sportsmanship of the whole Tag Rugby squad at the recent tournament. A credit to 

the school - Mr Whitnall. 

Watching the year 3 and 4 girls playing nicely together at breaktimes—Mrs Cawse 

Seeing all the smiling faces around the school! - Mrs Bryan 

60 reading tests passed and beat all the classes, even Year 6 on the POINTS earned!! Mrs Norgate 

 

Brilliant reading scores from the whole class, especially Lukas! Miss Roomes 

 

Seeing Liam and Kyle’s faces when they won prizes for their home learning projects—priceless!! 

 

Jack has been a SUPER reader! We are very proud of the effort he is putting in at the moment in class— 

Miss Roomes 

 

Huge amounts of cakes were given to the ‘Bake Sale’. How generous the support has been. –Mrs Owen 

Fantastic Art lesson on 22nd May. My trip to Buyology to purchase 60 A4 canvasses paid off. The children were  

delighted to be given the opportunity to be ‘real artists’ as Amelia H said. Jack H said, when he was asked what he 

had learned from the lesson, “I have learned that I don’t need a paintbrush to paint”. Please come along and check 

out our first stage of this art project. We can’t wait for the next art session.—Mrs Owen 

Megan E and the progress she has made in her mental maths over the last few weeks—Mrs Owen 

All of the great cake donations received and pennies sent in by parents for their children to buy them!  

Mrs Hemingway 

Governor News! 

Hello, my name is Maz Edwards and I’m the newest member of the Laira Green School Governors.  

Some of you may know me a “Ben’s Dad” and some of you might recognise me as “that ‘big’ bloke who talks on the 

mic at the fun days”, so why am I now a school governor and what does that mean? 

To be honest, a few months ago I had absolutely no intention of becoming a Governor, because, like many of you, I 

had no real idea of what the Governors did and, once again like most of you, I had quite enough on with work and 

family and so on.  

Why did I change my mind? Well, Mr Whitnall did, sort of …..something he said about the type of school he hoped 

Laira Green, a “warm safe environment for children” was made me realise that I’d loved primary school and I wanted 

to make sure that future children could look back and say the same.  So I enquired about becoming a  

governor….and after filling out a bit of paperwork….I was at my first meeting! 

What does being a Governor mean? Being, once again, completely honest, I’m still finding out! On paper the job 

description is that I support the management of the school looking at how it spends it’s budget, ensuring its policies 

and procedures are correct and up to date, monitor it’s performance and try to ensure that the school is a fantastic, 

safe, exciting and fun environment that our children will be able to look back on as a happy memory and the  

foundation of the people they will become.  

Over the coming months as I find out more about the role of Governor and get more involved I’ll be writing more 

here  and telling you exactly what we as Governors are doing because we need more people to get involved and 

hopefully if you see what we do and how we do it, some of you will want to join us! If I can do it….any one can!   

 



Life at Laira Green! 

Here are some lovely canvases created by Year 5/6 before the Half Term, in the style of an artist local to the South 

West: Yvonne Coomber. You can see some of her work displayed in The Barbican Kitchen restaurant on the  

Barbican. 

The children loved painting on canvas and using tools such as sponge brushes, toothbrushes and cotton buds to 

build up the layers of colour on these floral landscapes. 

The results have been admired by all! 

Miss Blake and Mrs Owen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit to the  Lord Mayor’s Parlour. 

On Monday 1st June, a selection of pupils from our school were honoured to be invited to the Lord Mayo’s Parlour. 

Here, they met the Deputy Lord Mayor and Deputy Lady Mayoress. They were lucky enough to see the golden mace 

and the chains of office. They also saw the special robes which the Mayor wears for events and special occasions. 

A special  “Thank You” to Mrs Edwards who supervised this visit. 

 

Year 1 & 2 Trip to Paignton Zoo. 

The trip was a WOW starter to our summer science topic on ‘Animals and was a great way to get us all excited 

about the learning that is to come. We had beautiful weather all day and the animals didn't fail to entertain us! Our 

favourites were the gorilla sat relaxing by the edge of 

a stream, the cheetas who were sunbathing really 

close to the glass and a very cheeky Tamarin monkey 

who was really intrigued by us all! We  had a nice 

picnic lunch outside and also found time for an  

exciting train ride where we spotted even more  

animals. We cant wait to get started learning even 

more about animals in our science lessons.  

Thank you to our parent helpers,  

Olivia M’s and Amber’s mums.  

Some of these photos were taken by our budding  young photographers. 



Milk Bottle Tops! 

Could you please wash and send to school plastic milk bottle tops? We are gathering 

a collection of resources for ‘quick maths’ and these bottle tops can be helpful in 

many ways. 

Many thanks 

Mrs Owen 

 

 

School Trips in Term 6. 

Please see below a list of  upcoming class trips, visits and activities. 

 

Date     Visit/activity      Clothing 

Monday 8th June   Hazel class to iOrchestra (afternoon)   School uniform  

Wednesday 10th June  Year 3/4/5 Trip to Merrivale    School uniform 

Friday 12th June   Year 3/4/5 Trip to Merrivale    School uniform 

Wednesday 24th June - 

Monday 29th June   Year 6 to France      Mufti 

Friday 26th June—3rd July Year 5 to Nethercott Farm    Mufti 

Monday 6th July— 9th July Bikeability       Mufti    

Thursday 16th July   Foundation classes visit to Pennywell Farm   Mufti 

 

 

Community Barbeque at the Allotment. 

There will be a barbeque at the Allotment on Friday 17th July from 4.30pm for the whole 

community. 

 Burgers will be 50p and you will have the chance to make salads and coleslaw, etc from 

the produce grown at the allotment. Please bring your own 

refreshments. 

 

 

This will be a wonderful opportunity to see the results of the hard work the staff and pupils have put in during the 

past few months of the growing season. 

 

 



Come and join us for the BIG LUNCH, a national event happening  

locally at the community hub at Laira Railway Club, PL3 6TD.  Sunday 7th June  

12-4pm.  Bring a picnic blanket and picnic, or buy yourself Sunday lunch (£5.99) and eat it 

in the sunshine.  There will be an all weather  bouncy castle and children's  

entertainment.  This event is open to the whole community.  Get together and share 

lunch!  And if it rains, the community hub is big enough for us to picnic inside!   

For further information contact penny@timebanksw.org.uk 

Community News! 





Contact information for Laira Green Primary School 

Telephone Number: 01752 660427 

Website: lairagreen.com 

Email: laira.green.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk 

School Nurse: Ceri Bygrave 01752 434119 

PCSO: Megan Davis-Butler 

Non emergency Number 101 

  TERM  ` 

Monday 8th June Hazel class to iOrchestra (afternoon) 

Wednesday 10th June Chestnut Forest School 

Wednesday 10th June Year 3/4/5 Trip to Merrivale Sycamore & half of Hazel 

Friday 12th June Year 3/4/5 Trip to Merrivale Chestnut and half of Hazel 

Wednesday 17th June Foundation Stage Forest School 

Wednesday 24th June Ash Forest School 

Wednesday 24th June Father’s Day Lunch £2  

Wednesday 24th June—Monday 29th June Year 6 to France 

Wednesday 24th June—Monday 29th June Life Caravan at Lipson Co-operative Avademy 

Friday 26th June—Friday 3rd July Year 5 to Nethercott Farm 

Thursday 2nd July September intake meeting in Top Hall 3.30-4.30pm 

Friday 3rd July Mufti for tombola donations 

Monday 6th July—Thursday 9th July Bikeability 

Monday 6th July 9.30-11.30am Year 5 Open Day at Lipson Co-operative Academy 

Tuesday 7th July KS1 Sports Day at Lipson Co-operative Academy—Morning  

Wednesday 8th July Dragonflies Forest School 

Thursday 9th July Cream Tea for Volunteers  3.15-4.30pm 

Friday 10th July Year 5 Nethercott Assembly 

Tuesday 14th July KS2 Sports Day at Lipson Co-operative Academy—Morning  

Thursday 16th July Foundation classes visit to Pennywell Farm  

Thursday 16th July Music Evening—Top Hall 6-7pm 

Friday 17th July Y2 ‘leavers’ class assembly 

Friday 17th July Community Barbeque at allotment from 4.30pm  

Wednesday 22nd July Y6 Leavers assembly 9am Lower Hall 

DATES FOR DIARIES 


