


English at Laira Green

Life at Laira Green

At Laira Green, we aim to develop 
children’s creativity as well as 
their understanding of the English 
language. 

Reading
Over the last few years reading has had 
a facelift at Laira Green - with restrictive 
reading schemes being a thing of the past. 
The children at Laira Green love to read and 
have a lot of say in what books are chosen 
for our bookshelves. Here are just some of the 
books that were selected based on children’s 
recommendations.

Within year 1 and 2, children begin to select 
their own home reading books from different 
sources including: a selection of lower level 
reading books from a variety of reading 
schemes located within classrooms – children 
are guided to make their selections by the 
teacher and teaching assistant; as well as 
once the children reach a specific reading 
level, the children move onto the Accelerated 
Reading system where books are from a 
range of sources, including ‘real’ books. The 
children select these books themselves and 
are quizzed to check their understanding. 
Scores are currently written into home reading 
logs to share with parents. 

In addition to this, Laira Green follows the 
Read, Write Inc. program of phonics teaching 
whereby children are grouped into small 
teaching groups. These are selected from 
termly assessments (approximately every 6 
weeks) or more frequently if needs arise. The 
children are grouped across year groups, 
unrestricted by their age so that they are able 
to make optimum progress. 

A wide range of texts are also read to the 
children through our growing number of class 
sets of reading books. The children really 
enjoy these class books. 

Laira Green also has a strong focus on 
new vocabulary - across all areas of the 
curriculum. Vocabulary is a focus when 
beginning new texts in RWI and the children 
are encouraged to learn the meanings of 
these words through creative approaches 
such as drama and role play. Within other 
subjects, vocabulary is clearly displayed with 
reminders (either written 
or drawn) of their 
meanings. The 
children are 
encouraged 
to use these 
words across 
all their writing.

Author David Lawrence Jones visits the school.

 
“I really 

enjoy doing the 
quizzes after  
I have read  
the books”

Jacob



Writing 

Laira Green has already begun 
to focus on areas of the new 
curriculum and has ensured 
performance poetry and drama 
is included in class assemblies as 
a way of celebrating these skills, 
which feed into children’s writing. 
We use the Grammar Toolkit to embed the 
language of literacy when discussing 
sentence composition. The images 
and actions – and the reasons 
for these - associated with each 
part of the sentence allow the 
children to grasp the correct 
language at an early stage and 
is consistent across the whole 
school. In addition to this, staff are 
expected to model correctly spoken 
English when with the children.  
We correct children’s spoken language in a 
fun way – ensuring the children understand 
the difference between ‘street’ language and 
local ‘Jannerisms’. 

At Laira Green, children will experience a 
wide range of writing opportunities. These 
range across subjects – often linking two 
or more together. Teaching techniques are 
consistent across the school and include a 
range of the following: 

•	 Talk partners used regularly to ensure all 
children are actively thinking about what 
they are expected to write;

•	 No-hands up – encouraging all children to 
be active and ready to answer questions;

•	 Pie Corbett’s Talk for Writing – where 
the children learn a story by heart with 
expression and actions in order to later 
adapt it for their own writing; 

•	 Kinaesthetic speaking (!). This is an 
approach where key features of the text 
are represented by something physical 
(eg. a cube, a set of scales). The children 
are encouraged to use these real objects, 
along with physical movements, to orally 
rehearse their ideas for writing.

•	 Relevant reference sheets – key phrases 
and vocabulary given to the children on 

reference sheets which are accessible 
for appropriate periods of time – 

thus ensuring that the children 
do not have to rely on memory 
during the learning period; 

•	Elements of the Big Write – 
this is an area we are currently 

building – to develop an approach 
where the children have a greater 

opportunity to be creative and to prepare 
for their writing at home and in school. 
We are developing our own approach to 
ensure that the children continue to learn 
from each piece they write and have 
opportunities to respond to feedback;  

•	 Verbal, guided, written and class 
feedback regularly. Post-it notes are used 
for individual feedback and children are 
expected to respond to these. With each 
piece of feedback, the children learn 
something new to improve with their 
writing;     

•	 Drama and role play is embedded into 
many areas of the curriculum and is 
used as part of the reading and writing 
processes;    

•	 Working walls – used continuously and 
updated constantly. 

Spellings and handwriting skills are also 
covered throughout the children’s lessons.

Continued... English

“I’ve 
gone from 
3.9 to 6.6 - 

that’s progress!“

Tyler
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Maths

Mission Statement:
“In order to prepare our pupils 
to be able to confidently live in 
and contribute to our society, 
we strive to ensure that children 
learn and become confident 
numerate individuals.”

A good mathematician at 
Laira Green Primary School 
will:
•	 Have a positive attitude towards 

mathematics and an awareness of the 
fascination of mathematics

•	 Be able to identify mathematical 
relationships, spatial, numerical and 
logical, and see their relevance to 
everyday life.

•	 Be able to carry out practical activities 
involving measurement, estimation and 
calculation.

•	 Be able to use money in everyday 
situations.

•	 Be able to read and record mathematical 
statements using correct terminology and 
symbols.

•	 Be able to use and interpret diagrams, 
charts, graphs and tables.

•	 Have an ability to solve problems, to 
reason, to think logically and to work 
systematically and accurately.

•	 Have developed an ability to use and 
apply mathematics across the curriculum 
and in real life

•	 Have developed an understanding of 
mathematics through a process of enquiry 
and experiment

Aims
We aim to develop numerate and confident 
mathematicians and encourage children to 
apply this knowledge and ability to reason in 
real life situations. We aim for all children to 
be confident numerate mathematicians upon 
leaving Laira Green Primary School.

At Laira we are fortunate to work closely 
and have developed strong links with Lipson 
Community College, this means that regular 
sessions are taught by secondary maths 
teachers to provide extended provision for 
Year 5 and 6 children.

We are also lucky enough to have an 
additional teacher, who works with both 
KS1 and KS2 children. This means that 
maths groups are small and children can be 
supported to ensure progress and enjoyment 
of the subject.

As a school, we are currently investing in a 
maths resource called Numicon. This is very 
‘hands on’ resource 
which will be used 
mainly by KS1, 
however it will 
benefit many 
throughout KS2 
as well.

Life at Laira Green

“I like to 
be challenged 
in Maths”

Liam



Science

What we know is a drop, 
what we don’t know is an 
ocean.
Isaac Newton

Science stimulates and excites 
pupils’ natural sense of wonder 
about the world..  At Laira Green 
the children are encouraged 
to achieve a deeper level of 
understanding of scientific 
concepts through questioning, 
problem solving, exploration and 
discovery. We aim to engage 
pupils as learners at many levels 
through linking ideas with first hand 
practical experience.

Teaching and 
Learning in Science is 
linked with our creative 
curriculum and is based on 
the programmes of study in the National 
Curriculum. The emphasis throughout the 
school is on developing the skills for scientific 
enquiry by equipping children with strategies 
for independent and collaborative learning.

The children are given opportunities 
to experience the three main areas of 
study:

•	 Life and living processes

•	 Materials and their properties

•	 Physical processes

Continuity and progression is built into 
planning and work assessed regularly. We 
aim to foster responsible attitudes towards the 
environment and all living things.

Question… Explore... Discover… Inspire…

Life at Laira Green

 
“Mr Hartley 

taught us about 
reflecting light 

using his crystals”

Phoebe



Music

When young people make 
music together, they work 
towards a common goal 
that has the potential to 
change lives profoundly for 
the better.
National Plan for Music Education, 2011

At Laira Green Primary School we 
develop children’s musical skills 
through a variety of listening, 
performing, composing and 
appraising activities. 
Every class follows a scheme of work which is 
written to compliment the class curriculum.

We also provide a wide variety of 
opportunities to make, perform and listen 
to music in and out of school. Assessment 
opportunities are built into lessons and 
children are encouraged to recognise the 
steps needed to progress further.

Work is differentiated to stretch the more 
able, challenge all and support children with 
Special Educational Needs. 

The Foundation classes have a large variety 
of instruments including a keyboard that 
are available to children during all free-flow 
sessions. Children are encouraged to explore 
sound and work together with others to 
produce music.  Outside instruments have also 
been purchased to extend these music making 
opportunities.  In Years One and Two, they 
then improve their skills in class lessons, and 
through the Key Stage One recorder club.

In Key Stage Two children in Years Three, 
Four and Five have the opportunity to learn 
an instrument in their class music sessions 

through our ‘First Access’ projects which are 
part of the government’s scheme enabling all 
children to learn to play an instrument.  At 
present we teach the ukulele and the ocarina. 
These lessons also include a singing skills 
focus. Year Six put their skills to good use in 
class bands and curriculum based projects.

We have a ‘Ukulele Orchestra’ after school 
on a Wednesday to extend skills of children 
who have learnt this instrument in previous 
years or they are currently learning it.  We 
also have a choir every Friday lunchtime. 
Also at Laira Green children can chose 
to have private instrumental tuition on the 
keyboard, guitar or violin with visiting tutors 
at a low cost.

Life at Laira Green



Sports

Sports don’t build character; they 
reveal it. At Laira Green sport is a 
big part of school life. Not only do 
children take part in at least two PE 
sessions a week, they have access 
to a great variety of extra-curricular 
opportunities run by teachers and 
coaches from the local community. 
The majority of which are free for 
the children to access.
We are updating our club time table all the 
time, building links with the community and 
searching for opportunities to offer access to 
as many sporting activities as possible.

Within their PE sessions children build their 
skills from year to year. The skills addressed 
do not just cover sporting ability but develop 
the children’s resilience, respect and 
relationships. As I am sure you will agree, 
these are key skills not only in sport but in life.

During Key Stage 1 pupils build on their 
natural enthusiasm for movement, using it to 
explore and learn about their world. They 
start to work and play with other pupils in 
pairs and small groups. By watching, listening 
and experimenting, they develop their skills in 
movement and coordination.

During Key Stage 2 pupils 
enjoy being active and are 
encouraged to use their 
creativity and imagination in 

physical activity. They learn new skills, 
find out how to use them in different ways 
and in different sports, and link them to make 
actions, phrases and sequences of movement. 
They enjoy communicating, collaborating and 
competing with each other. Developing an 
understanding of how to succeed in different 
activities as well as learn how to evaluate and 
recognise their own success and deal with 
losing graciously.

In addition to this, sport is used to address 
other areas of the curriculum. Children learn 
about respect and how to deal with racism 
through our links with Plymouth Argyle who 
host the annual event ‘Show Racism the Red 
Card’ and come into school to run ‘Respect’ 
workshops. They also learn about healthy 
eating and lifestyle from Plymouth Albion 
players.

Children who attend the school clubs also 
have the opportunity to compete against other 
schools in sports including football, netball 

and hockey where the children represent 
the school with pride and have been 

recognised for their sportsmanship 
and team effort.

Sports at Laira Green.

I 
love going to 

the tournaments, 
especially rugby 
and netball”

Daisy

Life at Laira Green



Art and Design

Every child is an artist. The 
challenge is staying an artist 
when you grow up.
Pable Picasso

Art is a source of great pleasure 
for most children and a wonderful 
form or creative self expression.  At 
Laira Green, we encourage children 
to develop their creativity and 
imagination through learning skills 
and techniques and using a variety 
of tools and materials.
We provide a rich environment in which 
we encourage our children to communicate 
through the use of pattern, texture, form 
colour and materials.  We provide 
opportunities for children to 
learn about a range of styles 
and artists and our teaching 
is complemented through 
school visits to galleries 
and exhibitions and visiting 
artists from the local area to 
help inspire our children.

In Design and Technology, we 
encourage children to develop their 
skills in planning, designing, making and 
evaluating their own work.  We provide 
children with opportunities to work with a 
variety of materials such as clay, wood, food 
and textiles.

Throughout the school, children are taught 
a progression of key skills, which they are 

able to extend 
and develop in 
conjunction with 
other curriculum areas.  
At Laira Green we aim to use art, craft and 
design to improve childrens’ self-confidence 
and creativity, and raise achievement across 
the curriculum.

Yvonne Cooper inspired artwork.

“I 
love art 

because in art, 
you can express 

yourself!” 

Abbie

“DT 
is really 

fun because 
we can build and 
make new things”

Diego

Life at Laira Green

Brian Pollard teaches art at Laira Green.



Geography and International Links

At Laira Green Primary School we 
have developed a strong geography 
ethos and this is supported through 
our successfully cultivated links with 
schools in Nepal and France, the 
development of our school allotment 
and the projects that we take part in 
to promote Fair Trade.
We are enjoying the recognition of our 
second consecutive International Award and 
at present we are involved with a connecting 
classrooms project with our Link School in 
Nepal, as well as an annual visit by year 6 
children to our French Link school, Algesiras 
Primary School in Brest.

Geography is taught in a cross- curricular 
creative way linking with a number of other 
subjects. Evidence of this has been presented 
in a number of different ways this year. For 
example, the lower key stage two classes 
presented their investigations about rainforests 
and the impact of deforestation through 
their written work, art paintings and exciting 
whole school assemblies. In Key Stage 1, 
children have walked around the local area 
using basic mapping skills and have made 
observations about what they noticed, paying 
particular attention to environmental issues. 
The children in Year 2 have used internet 

technology including Google Earth and 
Google Maps to explore the scale of the 
place where we live in comparison to the 
whole of the U.K and Europe. Across the 
school, children have learnt about human 
geography through our work on the school’s 
Fair Trade award where, this year, our focus 
has been on exploring the issues surrounding 
cocoa production. This learning is further 
enhanced by our regular allotment visits, 
where children take part in growing and 
harvesting food and of course  tasting it!

At Laira Green sometimes our geographical 
investigations are initiated spontaneously 
in response to world events. The events 
surrounding the earthquake in Nepal gave 
rise to lots of questions and concerns about 
the disaster from the children. This then lead 
to some investigations about earthquakes and 
volcanos and a series of fundraising events to 
support our colleagues and children in Nepal.

Annual Year 6 trip to Brest, France.

Fun on the beach in France.

Life at Laira Green

At Kalika Primary and Secondary, our 
link school, in Nepal, February 2015.



History

We are very proud of our Victorian 
school building and it’s history 
and we are very lucky to have 
a community and wider locality 
rich with many useful resources to 
explore the past.
At Laira Green we pursue whole school 
topics which allow us to make links with 
subject areas such as history, geography, 
literacy, art, ICT, R.E., personal and 
social development and science. Teachers 
select skills appropriate to the children’s 
development to focus on during each topic. 
We use a wide range of experiences to 
develop these skills, for example, trips or 
walks exploring historical buildings or sites, 
role playing to create an empathy for people 
who lived in the past, the children 
use artefacts to stimulate questioning 
and make links with prior knowledge 
or other subject areas, the children 
use art and design technology to 
replicate characteristics of the past 
civilisations and use ICT to develop 
research and presentation skills.

We have very good links with 

Plymouth City Museum and art gallery. They 
visit us every year to provide a museum 
week experience for the children. We set up 
a mini museum, the education team provide 
expertise and museum pieces for the children 
to enhance their learning. They are also 
very accommodating when we take children 
to visit exhibitions relevant to our learning. 
The children love the ‘mystery objects’ that 
the team bring to school which develop the 
children’s investigating and reasoning skills- 
ready for the big reveal at the end of 
the week!

Year 4 and 5 class visit to Morwellham Quay.

Trying on 
tin hats from 
WW2.

Life at Laira Green



ICT - Information & Communications Technology

At Laira Green we believe that 
Information and Communications 
Technology has the potential 
to enhance the quality of 
teaching and learning across the 
curriculum. Society is changing 
and using ICT in the classroom 
will raise the demand for a 
higher level of technology and 
awareness.
ICT lessons see children given the skills 
and techniques needed to use the main 
curriculum software and by providing 
opportunities to use ICT within the wider 
curriculum of the school in order to enhance 
their communication and learning. Our 
aim is for all pupils to be Information and 
Communications Technology (ICT) capable.

Pupils will also develop the ability to use 
ICT as a means of accessing resources.  A 
high proportion of work using technology 
will be using shared resources. We aim to 
foster group work, sharing and collaboration 
between peers. Caring and respect for 

equipment and resources is an integral 
part of the curriculum.

ICT is integrated into other subjects at 
appropriate stages and used as a tool to 
enhance other learning.  In addition we aim 
to promote the skills and knowledge of ICT as 
a subject in its own right.  ICT capability is 
delivered through a scheme of work based on 
the National Curriculum programmes of study 
as well as a regular focus on E Safety.

Our music recording studio.

Home learning about E-Safety.

“We can 
share our 

work to teachers 
and friends for 

feedback”
Daisy

Life at Laira Green



Religious Education and Social, Moral, 
Spiritual and Cultural Studies

At Laira Green we value RE and 
SMSC because together they 
promote the spiritual, moral, 
cultural, mental and physical 
development of pupils at our school 
as well as encouraging a reflective 
and discerning approach to life.
RE and SMSC are important areas of 
the school curriculum because they:

•	 Provoke challenging questions about life, 
beliefs about God, issues of right and 
wrong and what it means to be human.

•	 Offer opportunities for personal reflection 
and spiritual development.

•	 Consider the influence of beliefs and 
attitudes on individuals, families, 
communities and cultures.

•	 Help to prepare our pupils to face the 
challenges of adult life.

•	 Help to combat prejudice, 
racism and discrimination.

Religious Education is 
taught throughout the 
school, developing 
the children’s 
knowledge of 
Christianity, 

Buddhism, Hinduism, 
Islam, Judaism and 

Sikhism using art, drama, 
music, storytelling and the many artefacts 
we have.  We actively invite speakers from 
different faiths to come in to school to lead 
assemblies, run sessions in the classroom and 
to teach the children more about their culture.  
In addition, the children take 
part in RE Day once a 
year, when we look at 
a particular area of RE 
and study it in more 
depth and HMD day, 
when we remember 
the Holocaust.

“It’s 
great learning 
about different 

faiths”

Sky

Life at Laira Green

“I felt 
happy and 
proud talking 
about Islam”

Mahla

“So we 
can respect 

the views of the 
world - what they 

believe in”

Ben



Personal, Social, Health & Emotional Studies

PSHE education equips our children 
with knowledge, understanding, 
attitudes and the skills to live 
healthy, safe, productive, fulfilled, 
capable and responsible lives. 
PSHE education encourages them to be 
proactive, to have a positive attitude to 
learning, aids them in their career choices 
and in managing their finances effectively. 

It also enables children and young people to 
reflect on and clarify their own values and 
attitudes.  

PSHE is taught using a range of resources 
and alongside SMSC (spiritual, moral, social 
and cultural) is developed and discussed in all 
curriculum areas. Other times during the year 
when PSHE and SMSC are promoted are  
Friendship week, Finance Week, our links 
with schools in France and Nepal, our visits to 
Manor Court (our local residential home) and 
during our many fundraising days supporting 
local, national and international projects.

Philosophy
The aims of philosophy at Laira Green is for 
the children to come together, develop higher 

order thinking and questioning skills.

The format of the lesson involves the children 
coming together as a class where they all 
discuss a selected stimulus. This may be a 
story, a video clip, a piece of music or a 
photograph. Children then think of a question 
either individually or with friends and finally 
the children chose one question to discuss as 
whole. There are no right or wrong answers, 
they discuss what they think whilst giving 
explanations. Children listen to answers 
given by others and treat them seriously  even 
though they may sound odd as they me be 
valid if they can be justified.

Pilgrim Pete cheers us on at Sports Relief.

Learning about people who help us in our community.

Life at Laira Green

“If 
a zebra 

has no stripes 
what colour would 

it be” 

Butterflies 
Class



Allotment – Forest School Outdoor Learning

We have worked incredibly hard 
to teach the children about food 
and where their food comes from at 
Laira Green Primary School and our 
commitment to food education is an 
investment in the children’s learning, 
health and well-being.
We have a fantastic award winning school 
allotment site which the children and staff 
have been working hard to make an 
incredibly exciting environment for them to 
learn about food, nature and growing plants.

We have a wonderful poly tunnel that allows 
the children to try many food types from fresh 
cucumbers to sweet juicy melons, we have a 
seasonal food and cooking program in place 
which we call from “plot to pot”.

We are adding new things for the children to 
try each year and are currently developing 
a fruit growing area for children to each 
fresh fruit but also produce their own jams 
for the school to sell. We now have chickens 
which teaches children about life cycles and 
sustainability and gives us wonderful free 
range eggs for cooking and to sell to raise 
funds for the allotment.

We are also currently in the process of 
building a purpose built classroom on the 
allotment which will enable our teaching 
staff to teach a wider variety of subjects and 
increase our ability for outdoor learning. We 
feel this is an exciting time for the school and 
its outdoor learning program and want to 
give the children of Laira Green a fantastic 
educational site that will reward both school 
and children alike.

Learning 
survival 
skills at 
Forest 
School.

Growing our own 
food throughout the 
year on our school 
allotment.

Life at Laira Green

Making our own rope swings.



School Clubs

Clubs are an important part of 
school life at Laira Green, providing 
children with an opportunity to 
explore new skills and develop new 
interests.
At Laira Green we provide a wide range of 
activities for our children to participate in, 
both after school and at lunchtime. Many 
of our clubs are led by staff within school 
including tap dancing, newspaper club, choir, 
ukulele orchestra, cricket, Bug Club and art 
clubs.

We also have the expertise of outside 
providers and volunteers who run clubs such 
as hockey, dance and football.

We believe that it is important for our children 
to have a voice and to be listened to. At Laira 
Green we have a strong and active school 
council, providing representation from each 
class in the school. Children are responsible 
for making important decisions on how to 
improve their school as well as organising 
fund raising events.

 
“I like 

playing Tag Rugby 
because it’s fun to 
play with others and 

work as a team” 

Felix

 
“I love 

football club 
because I can 
get better at the 

sport I love”
Robbie

Mighty Mini’s  KS1 club run by Arygle 

Community Coach.

Life at Laira Green

Mrs Gaskell’s running club!

A separate 
sheet within this 
pack details the 

full range of 
clubs available.



Free Residential for all our pupils!

Every year our Year Five pupils 
spend a week on Michael 
Morpurgo’s Nethercott Farm in 
North Devon. 
The Governors, staff at Laira Green and our 
Laira Greens Community Forum recognise the 
value and importance of all children spending 
a week away with their friends and the farm 
animals.  They therefore have agreed that 
the trip is fully funded, with our parents forum 
donating £2,000 and the school funding the 
remaining £5,000. All the children need to 
bring are wellies, waterproofs and lots of 
energy... and maybe a nose peg!!!

Enjoying delicious home cooked food.

Life at Laira Green

LAIRA GREEN PRIMARY SCHOOL
Headteacher: Miss D. Bailey

Bramley Road
Laira
Plymouth PL3 6BP

t: 01752 660427
f: 01752 255303

e: laira.green.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk

www.lairagreen.com

“The 
food was 

delicious and I 
really enjoyed the 

Sunday walk”

Nieve


