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We have just come to the end of our Connecting Classrooms 

collaborative project with Kalika Primary School in Nepal and 

one of the aspects of the project was an exchange of cultural 

items. The children researched objects that represent our 

British culture as part of their learning log homework and 

each class voted on an item to send. In a whole-school 

assembly in January 2015, the children presented their items 

to go to Kalika. 

 

The project was funded through the British Council and this 

enabled the following teacher exchanges to take place: - 

 
1. Miss Bailey and Mrs. Norgate visited Nepal in February 2015 

to monitor and develop the project and deliver the culture box 

from Laira Green.  

 
2. Bishnu Basnet and Nisha Gurung visited Laira Green during 

September 2015 to monitor and develop the project and 

deliver the culture box from Kalika School.  

 

Upon receipt of the culture boxes, the children from both 

schools examined the items and made a list of questions and I 

exchanged them with Kalika by email. I have included them in 

a table for you to see what the children have learned – it 

makes interesting reading! 



 
Culture Box questions from Kalika Primary School 

 

Date: Class Questions from 
Kalika School 

Answers from Laira Green School 

2.7.15 Year ⅚ 

Ash and 
Birch 

Object : artificial 
poppies 
 

Questions:  
What is it used for 
and its reason to 
use? 

A Poppy is worn on the 11th of November each year to 
remember and respect all the people who were killed in 
WW1 and WW2 and to symbolize that we will never forget 
them and all they did for our country.  

2.7.15 Year 5/4 
Hazel 

Object : A Puzzle 
of Big Ben clock 
 

Question:  
What is Big ben 
clock?  
Where is this 
located in UK? 

Big Ben is a large clock in London, it is part of the Houses 
of Parliament where the government work.  

2.7.15 Year 4/3 

chestnuts 

Object: Navy ship 
 

Question: Is this 
ship is used in UK 
and is it made in 
UK and what is it 
use for? 

 

Yes, the model ship is used by people in the UK. 
 
No, it is made in the USA. 
 
It is a model ship, for children or adults to enjoy building. 
The original ship it is based on, is used for patrolling and 
anti-submarine warfare. 
 
The ship is used in the UK and travels to other parts of the 
world when it is needed. It is used to protect areas of 
ocean against pirates.  

2.7.15 Year 4/3 

Sycamore 

Object: Bertie the 
bus 
 

Question:  
Is it use in UK by 
Local people? 
Is its engine are 
made in UK? 

 

Buses are used by local people to travel within their city or 
town. The red bus is a well known sight in London, 
particularly the double decker which has two floors. In 
other cities and towns buses are often a different colour. 
The new ‘Routemaster’ red bus engines are made by 
Cummins, Darlington UK 
Cummins Ltd is part of US company Cummins Inc and has 
been in Britain since the mid-1950s. 
This particular bus is a character from a famous series 
of children’s books. 

2.7.15 Year 2 

Dragonflies 

Object: Cornish 
Pasty 
 

Question:  
What is it made 
from? It is used for 
special occasion or 
what? 

The pasty is made from pastry, meat, potatoes and 
vegetables.  
It is used for eating. 
The miners used the crust as a handle for their dirty hands. 



2.7.15 Year 2 

Butterflies 

Object: Light 
house model & 
picture 
 

Question: This light 
house is used for 
which purpose?  
What is it made of? 

What could be the 
height of this Light 
house? 

We found out that the lighthouse called Smeaton’s Tower 
is actually the third lighthouse to be built out on the 
breakwater.  It was built in 1759 and moved to Plymouth 
Hoe in 1880 when they found out that the rocks it was built 
on were crumbling away. 
It is to warn ships about the rocks under the water. 
The lighthouse is 72ft high (about 22 meters). 
It is made from stone.  The first lighthouse was made from 
wood.     

2.7.15 Year 1 

Caterpillars 

Object: Golden 
Coach 
 

Question: Is This 
made in UK? 

We had thought it may of been made in either London, 
China or France. So we researched it on the internet and 
found out it was made in London but painted and designed 
by an Italian artist.   
 
We also thought it was made of metal however it is made 
of wood and covered in thin gold. 

2.7.15 Year 1 Object : Mini 
Cooper Car 
 

Question: In which 
city it is made in? 
Are all the engines 
are made in UK? 

The only city in the world that assembles BMW minis is 
Cowley (near Oxford).  The engines are made in other 
places.  Petrol engines are made in Birmingham.  Diesel 
engines are made in Steyr (Austria) 

2.7.15 Reception Object: London 
Bus 
 

Question: From 
how long time this 
bus is used in UK? 

Why it has a double 
roof top? 

The London General Omnibus Company or LGOC began 
using motor omnibuses (buses) in 1902 
 
A double-decker bus is a bus that has two storeys or decks. 
The extra deck enabled the bus company to transport more 
people.  
Double-decker buses are used for mass transit in the United 
Kingdom, an iconic example being the red London bus. 
Double-decker buses are also used in many other cities 
around the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_General_Omnibus_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Storey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bus_transport_in_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bus_transport_in_the_United_Kingdom


 
Culture Box Questions from Laira Green School 
 

Date Class Questions from Laira Green Pupils Answers from Kalika pupils 

Week 
Beg 
12.9.15 

Year 6/5 
Ash 

Object:Statue of Lord Ganesh 
Questions:  
What is it made of? Why does it look 
like an elephant? How old is Ganesh? 
Why is Ganesh an important figure? 
Why do people love Ganesh so much? 
What does the name “Ganesh” mean? 
How did Ganesh come to life? Does 
Ganesh have any parents? What does 
Ganesh have to do with your 
culture?  Did Ganesh start as a god or 
was he a human or animal who died? 
Is it a god or a goddess? 

-The statue is made from local clay. 
-Ganesh is a Hindu god known for good 
fortune. 
-According to history his father chopped 
his head mistakenly when his mother 
knew that she told her husband to make 
alive him again. His father order one man 
to bring anyone’s head who you found on 
the way. The man found elephant on his 
way and he chopped the elephant head 
and gave to the Ganesh’s father. And 
later on his father attached elephant 
head to Ganesh and make him alive with 
his power. 
-He is worshipped as a god in Hindu 
religion. 

Week 
Beg 
12.9.15 

Year 6/5 
Birch 

Object: Maaney (instrument of 
Buddhist monk) 
Questions: 
Why is there a point on the end? Why 
does it move up and down? What is it 
for? Why does it move up and down? 
Why is it so special? What is the writing 
and what does it mean? How old is it 
and why does it spin?   

-It is instrument used by Buddhist monk 
in the prayer of Buddha for peace. 
-Buddhist people spin it for worshipping 
Buddha. 
-This instrument is applied since 
Buddhist religion formed. 
-The written words are called “Mantra” 
which words are written for all about 
peace and purity. 

Week 
Beg 
12.9.15 

Year 5/4 
Hazel 

Object: Statue of Lord Gautam 
Buddha 
Question:  
Is the Buddha their god?  Does Buddha 
actually look like the statue?  What is 
the statue used for?  Are there different 
statues like this colourful or made from 
other materials?  How many types of 
Buddha are there?  What is the 
story/meaning behind the statue?  How 
old is the statue?  Why does the 
Buddha have long ears?  What is he 
holding and why? 

-Yes, Buddha is our God. 
-Yes, all of the pictures and statue looks 
like a same. 
-This statue is used for worshipping. 
-Most of them look same but some 
statue may have different colors. 
-There is only one Buddha . 
-The statue is on the posture of Yoga to 
gain knowledge. 
-The Long ears are same in all statues. 
-He is holding  

Week 
Beg 
12.9.15 

Year 5/4 
Chestnuts 

Object: Poster of the Golden Temple 
Questions:  
When was the temple built and how 
long did it take to build? 
Who built the temple and how many 
people worked on the building? 
How many rooms are inside? 
What is it used for and has it always 
been used for the same thing? 

-The temple was built on the beginning of 
5th century. 
-The late king Manadev build the temple. 
-There are no rooms inside it. 
-The temple is made up of clays, stone 
,mud and also mixed some gold. 

Week 
Beg 

Year 3/4 
Sycamore 

Sycamore did not receive an individual 
item at the time but shared with the 

 



12.9.15 other classes.  

Week 
Beg 
12.9.15 

Year 2 
Butterflies 

Object: Poster of Mount Everest 
Questions: 12.9.15  
When people climb it, how do they get 
down? 
Why do so many people want to climb 
Everest? 
Does anyone live on Mount Everest? 
How high is Mount Everest? 
Does Mount Everest have a nepalese 
name? 

-They get down with special equipment 
use for climbing mountains. 
-People want to climb Everest because 
some of them are fond of climbing 
mountains and some of them want to 
reach at the highest peak of the world. 
-No, anyone cannot live on Mount 
Everest because  
there is not a suitable environment to 
live. 
-The Nepali name of Mount Everest is 
“SAGARMATHA”. 

Week 
Beg 
12.9.15 

Year 2 
Dragonflies 

Object: Poster of the Living Goddess 
Kumari 
Questions: 12.9.15 
Who is she? 
What is her name? 
Is she wearing a crown? 
Why does she have gold belts? 
Why is she holding lots of flowers and 
leaves? 
Is she Indian? 
Is she Chinese? 
Is she a princess? 
Is she the queen? 
Is she an adult or a child? 
Why is she dressed up? 
Why has she got a hat? 
 

-She is a living goddess of Nepal. 
-Her name is “Kumari” which means 
virgin god of purity. Kumari is a pre-
pubescent girl who is worship by people 
as a tradition. She is worship as a god 
before her mensuration. She is kept in 
separate place without any connection of 
local peoples. We behave her as a living 
goddess. 
-The crown should be wear according to 
religious rules. 
-She is Nepalese. 
-She wear gold belt to show cultural 
customs. 
-She holds lots of flowers and leaves 
because she is worshipped as a god by 
many people so people gives flowers as 
a blessing. 
-That dress and hat is specially for 
Kumari as cultural costumes. 

Week 
Beg 
12.9.15 

Year 1 
Caterpillars 

Object: Nepali Poppet with wedding 
dress 
Questions:  
Are they made of wood? 
What are the dresses made of? 
What is there hair made of? 
What are the shoes made of? 
Are they made in China or Nepal? 
Are they going to a wedding? 
Why are they wearing gold? 
What are the red spots for? 
Why do Nepali people have spots on 
their head? 
Where do they live? 
 

-They are made up of outer cover of 
corns. 
-The dresses are made from real clothes 
we wear. 
-Their hair are artificial plastics. 
-Shoes are made from clothes. 
-Those poppets are made in Nepal by 
Nepalese. 
-Those dresses are use in wedding 
ceremony and cultural activities. 
-The red spot refers as a prayer of Hindu 
god. 
-The red spots is named as a Tika which 
is a symbol of Hindu religion. 
-They live any part of Nepal. 

Week 
Beg 
12.9.15 

Year 1 
Fireflies 

Object: Nepali Poppet with wedding 
dress 
Questions:  
Do you play with them? 
What is the spot on their heads for? 
Does everyone wear those clothes? 
What are they made of? 
Is the hair real? 

-We keep them to decorate things. 
-That red spot is called as a “Tika”. -
Hindu people use Tika as a religious 
symbol. 
Not everyone wear those clothes. We 
wear this type of dress in special 
occasion. 
Those hair of poppet are not real it’s 



 artificial. 

 

As you can see the children have learned lots about 

each other’s cultures through the culture box project 

and we look forward to continuing our collaborative 

learning projects in the future as we develop our Global 

Citizenship!  

 

Displays of some of the project work are along the top 

corridor of the main building currently, so please pop up 

and have a look during parents evenings if you are able. 

 

Mrs. Ford 

International Coordinator 


