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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Since returning from the spring break we have had a busy and enjoyable term. The website and 

this newsletter highlights all the learning opportunities which take place at Laira Green.  Despite 

the focus on increasingly challenging tests, the staff still provide a wide and varied  

curriculum as evidenced within the teacher highlights section of this newsletter. 

Most notably are the introduction of Dash and Dot,  our newest programmable pupils!  The  

children we be extending their coding skills during this term with Dash and Dot but teachers had 

to  complete their training first in order to keep one step ahead!!  

Dates for Diaries! The summer term is full of class and whole school events and dates are  

included at the back of this newsletter, which is also added to the website. 

Thank you to our wonderful parents forum for the recent events which include the cake sale, 

bags to school fundraiser and the school disco last term. Your enthusiasm and tireless support 

for the school is really appreciated. 

Finally,  I hope you have enjoyed reading the Ofsted report which we feel reflects the school. 

Thank you to everyone, parents, governors, staff and pupils,  who contributed to the positive out-

come.  Team LG, we did it!! 

Miss D Bailey. 

Headteacher Awards 

 

Kieran H-K for amazing handwriting Rhylie for 100% in his quiz. 

 Jack  H for writing-expanded noun phrases 

Taryn beautiful handwriting 

Harrison Mc for the story about St George Ella-Mae ,Isaac A , 

Sonny R, Archy D for their poems 

Ellie F for first 100% reading score Keane H for fantastic independent maths work 

Khianna and Brodie for excellent Maths work 

University Passports 

The University Passport organisation has now been passed onto schools from the Local Authority 
and is being run in conjunction with Plymouth University. 
If your child is taking part your passports need to come into school to be verified for the 

different awards - 

Silver 65 hours 
Gold 100 hours 

Bronze Diploma 230 hours etc 
 

As usual take your passport to any ‘in school’ or ‘out of school’ club/activity that is affiliated to the 
scheme for signing. Once you achieve the necessary number of hours bring the passport into 
school for the verification. 
Awards will be presented in school at an assembly. Children that achieve the Gold standard 

will also be able to attend the presentation evenings at the University with their parents once  
arranged with the school. 

 

Passport books are available at the school office for new members and cost  £1. 



Class Percentage Attendance 

Bumblebees 95.2% 

Ladybirds 89% 

Caterpillars 93.5% 

Fireflies 95.2% 

Dragonflies 96.2% 

Butterflies 95 

Chestnut 88.5% 

Sycamore 90% 

Hazel 94.8% 

Ash 95.3% 

Birch 96.9% 

Improvement Required. 

All classes should be above 

95% 

Attendance for April 2016. 

Whole School attendance for April  93.6% 

Polite reminder concerning unauthorised absences from school . 

 Plymouth City Council has updated the Local Code of Conduct for issuing Penalty Notices.  

Effective from 14th September 2015, all parent/carers should be aware that if absence of 8  

sessions (4 days) or more is taken without authorisation within a 6 month period, it is the policy 

across all schools that a penalty notice will be issued. The parent/carers will be fined £60 per  

pupil per parent, and if this is not paid within 21 days the fine will increase to £120 per pupil per 

parent. Please be aware the 8 unauthorised absences do not have to be consecutive, in  

addition the new limit of 8 unauthorised sessions applies to general non-school attendance and 

holidays during term time.  

In the event of non-payment, the Local Authority has no choice but to instigate Court  

proceedings for “failing to ensure the regular attendance at school for the period of the  

absence”. This is something that the Local Authority would prefer to avoid as it results in much 

greater financial penalties being issued by the Court and parents receiving criminal records.  

If a school has reason to believe an absence of 8 sessions or more is the result of a holiday being 

taken without a formal request or permission and they have sufficient evidence to prove this is the 

case, a request for a penalty notice will be made. It will be the parent/carers  

responsibility to prove that the absence should have been authorised. Where absences are less 

than 8 sessions a warning may be issued by the Inclusion, Attendance and Welfare  

Service.  



Life at Laira Green 

Year 1 have transferred their sunflower plants to the allotments green house.  Each child was  

given 2 'titan' sunflower seeds as a home learning task and told to return after the Easter break 

with a plant. Now our plants are looking good and just need time to reach there full potential  

New Arrivals at Laira - Dash and Dot arrived at Laira Green to support the on going teaching 

of coding in our school. Earlier in the month the year 1's led the way trailing and testing the 

bots in class and in the hall. Then last week it was time for the bigger kids to have a go when 

the staff had their training. Each class have there own set of robots and soon you'll be  

hearing exciting stories of them in action.   



Hazel class have been learning about bridges.  We looked at suspension, beam, truss, cantilever 

and arched bridges. 

We then had a go at constructing Brunel's bridge as an online activity.  It was great fun. 

Next week, we are making bridges out of food! 

On Thursday 5th May our Devon CAP (Child Assault Prevention) associates returned to Laira 

Green for a special KS2 assembly. They spoke to the children about keeping themselves safe. 

They presented three plays. The important issues illustrated included Internet safety, Bullying 

and inappropriate touching. Mrs Owen was invited to join the cast and will be picking up her  

Oscar later. All the children enjoyed the plays and went away with clear messages including the 

motto: 

Be Safe, Be strong, Be free. 



Chestnuts Forest School Summer 1 

 

Chestnut class were the latest to join Mr Blake in Efford Valley this 

term as the weather really started to pick up. A shorter block of four 

sessions but enjoyable nonetheless. We had to cope with some  

terrible vandalism to the arena by persons unknown but the  

children had some great ideas about replacing part of the bench and 

also about keeping the area clean! 

The burnt and broken bench…….was removed by Mr Blake……...and replaced by the children! 
 

They experienced a range of activities and had the chance to learn and enhance their skills in the 

outdoors.  

This included: 

 Raising the large group shelter (luckily more 

from the sun this time than the rain!) 

  Using secateurs and loppers whilst  

identifying different  tree species in the valley 

(linking them to the class trees).  

 Use ‘fire steels’ to make sparks to light  

cotton wool and start their own small fires. They 

also learnt how to build a safe fire area and how 

to leave no trace of the fire afterwards. 

 

 We built rope swings each week!  

 Not to forget the hot  

chocolate and marshmallows! 



Allotment news! 
 

Last year we took the school allotment to new levels by achieving not only the South West in Bloom 

award for It’s Your Neighbourhood (Thriving) but beating all other schools in Plymouth and taking 

away Gold for Best Allotment in the Plymouth in Bloom Awards. This was a big achievement for all 

involved in the school and something we very much would like to achieve again in 2016. 

 

We have some great news, on Tuesday the 10th of May we will be taking delivery of the new  

outdoor school classroom which is going to be built on our award winning allotment site. We have 

been working hard to raise the funds to have this outdoor teaching space for the children to use and 

as a home for the community project run by the school The Allotment Project. 

 

Jason and the allotment volunteers have been working hard building new beds and moving soil in 

so that the children can have lots of wonderful things to eat this year and work has started to get the 

space ready for the installation of the classroom. 

 

We still need your help!  

We have to still clear the soil and area so that there is a space for the classroom to sit and to be 

able to get on with the landscaping required to be able to start building the classroom and this has 

to be done as soon as possible so that the classroom does not sit around on site and risk becoming 

warped which would be devastating for us and as Jason has been working as hard as he can and 

with a trapped nerve in his back progress has been slower than is needed to be ready to install the 

building. 

 

Please if you can spare any time to just help us get the site clear, we would appreciate it greatly 

and it would mean the world to the children of Laira Green Primary School because they would 

have an amazing outdoor space to enhance their education and we would be another step closer to 

winning again this year.  

If you can help please contact reception or Jason by email at mcmilanj@lairagreen.plymouth.sch.uk 

or call Jason on 07715291376 

Thank You!  



Walk To School Week - 23rd May 

 

I am sure that all of our pupils will be excited and looking forward to taking part in our Walk To 

School Week.  We would like everyone to benefit from the awareness about road safety,  

increased physical activity and better air quality, that walking (scooting or cycling) to school can 

bring. Walking to school is a great way of introducing a little more physical activity into your day. 

Reducing the number of cars that are parked near to our school, improves road safety by  

increasing viability for pedestrians, and decreases air pollution. 

Ways in which you can take part: 

Walk To School (or scoot, skate, cycle) 

Park & Stride (if you live further away and need to use a car, why not park two or three 

roads away, so you can walk the last part of the journey) 

Walk To School with a group of friends (including a friend who usually is driven to school) 

Of course, please remember to be safe at all times and to STOP, LOOK, LISTEN, before  

crossing the road. 

For further child-friendly information about crossing the road safely, please visit  

http://talesoftheroad.direct.gov.uk/stop-look-listen.phphttp://talesoftheroad.direct.gov.uk/stop-look

-listen.php  

Lets all benefit from safer roads, better air quality and healthier lifestyles, by walking to 

school.  By taking part in our Walk To School Week, our pupils will also be helping our school 

achieve the Healthy Child Quality Mark - Silver Award    Mrs Hughes 

Books, books, books! 

 

Do you have any children's books at home that you are thinking of 

giving away?  Would you like to donate them to school?   

 

We are looking for good quality books to top up our reading book collection in school.   

In particular, we would love books by the following authors: 

Julia Donaldson, Roald Dahl, Michael Morpurgo, Dick King-Smith, Jill Murphy, Phillip Pullman, 

Michael Rosen, Louis Sachar, Axel Scheffler, David Walliams and  Jacqueline Wilson. 

Or books from collections such as: 

Rainbow Magic Colour Fairies, Diary of a Wimpy Kid, Horrid Henry, Charlie and Lola, Beast 

Quest. 

Or, indeed, just any good quality children's book that you have enjoyed reading at home and 

would like to share with other pupils. 

Please pass them to Miss Sammels or Mrs Gregory.  Thank you. 



Home Learning from Sycamore and Chestnuts 

 
Once again , our pupils have amazed us with their home learning projects this term. The children 

were asked to make a model showing one or several sources of water. Here are just a few 

models.  A big thank you goes out to parents for supporting your children in the making of these 
projects. Keep them coming! 

 

 

                             Reece      Xander    Kamila  

 

       Jude     Jaden     Kira 

                     
                  Dylan 

We have now finished collecting milk bottles tops!! 

Many thanks to everyone who donated. 



Teacher Highlights 

 

This week we took the children to see a Shakespeare for Kids production of A Midsummer’s 

Night Dream. As well as the production being a lot of fun, the children left being really excited 

about the show and as the cast came down the stairs on our way out they were all star-struck!  

Mrs Gregory  

We wrote thank you letters to the actors in A Midsummer Night’s Dream - Rafi wrote a beautiful, 

heart-felt letter with no spelling mistakes and fantastic punctuation - well done! Miss Scott 

Seeing the children persevere making their 3D shape models.   

Seeing Daisy being proud of herself when she suggested how I could improve a sentence on the 

board by adding in an adverb.  I used the purple pen! 

Hearing how everyone worked as a team for OFSTED and the subsequent result - yay! 

Mrs Hughes 

The use of Numicon and cubes to tackle ratio questions.  I only previously used cubes and after a staff 

meeting and a comment made by KS1 I was inspired to try two different types of apparatus.  It was 

great.  I will continue to do this in future. Miss Sammels 

Isaac A’s similes in our poems - some great one including ‘as mesmerizing as the moon’. Josh L’s  

mastery work on the distributive law! DJ A's maths work on the distributive law!  

Kayleigh B’s and a few others practising their spellings over Easter after finding them on the website!  

Mrs Hunter  

It was amusing yet wonderful to see the children eagerly working as 'engineers' and attempting to 

replicate Brunel's Clifton Suspension bridge. They were so pleased with themselves when they finally 

succeeded.  Mrs Larsen 

The football team- the boys played the best we have seen them in the Ernesettle friendly match on 

Tuesday evening. Seeing their delight when they won was unsurpassable !  Hopefully this win will give 

them lots of confidence for future matches.  Mrs Gaskell 

Exploring eggs - some children thought the large white egg was an ostrich egg (Maisy O) and 

some children thought it was a dinosaur egg!  Mrs Ford 

Kamila’s mental agility method on Monday.  Mr Whitnall 

Seeing the whole class thoughtfully engaged in their handwriting and seeing some beautiful 

handwriting in their books as a result.  Each of the children also wrote a birthday card to the 

Queen using their ‘best ever’ handwriting. We compared this to a birthday card they all had  

written to our class teddy bear in November.  They were all amazed and pleased to see how 

much their handwriting had improved!!  Mr Watson 

 

Tap dancing club (observed and applauded by lead Ofsted inspector). We only have  the last  

little bit of our ‘Up town Funk’ routine to perfect. The forum have asked if we are performing at the 

Summer Fair. I said yes!  Mrs Owen 



Teacher Highlights. 

Dash met the class this week and they loved the little robot immediately.  They were delighted 

with his antics and quickly got to grips with the controls.  It was great to see them carefully  

considering how to record phrases or navigate around someone’s legs.  Mr Bright- Butterflies 

Foster-Jay D. focussing and applying himself in his writing and maths, showing good progress 

and original ideas, neatly written. A real challenge that he has been trying hard to achieve.  

Mr Jane - Dragonflies  

Playing with Dot and Dash and the glockenspiel!  The children are going to have so much fun 

learning coding! Mrs Buckingham 

William really blew me away this week with some independent work in a literacy session. He was  

given some post it notes and then, taking a wordless Biff and Chip book, wrote great, appropriate  

sentences on each page. There were others that did similar work but Will’s was fab! 

Mr Blake - Ladybirds 

 

Start of the Walking Bus - The Children are on time and really enjoying their walks to school -  

Mrs Norgate 

 

Saying goodbye to Ofsted!!! Miss Bailey 

AN UPDATE FROM 

LAIRA GREEN SHOOTS COMMUNITY FORUM 

(A group, run by parents to raise funds for the school and preschool.) 

http://lairagreen.com/psa  

THANK YOUS 

 

BAGS TO SCHOOL: 

Thank you to those of you who had a clear out to bring in unwanted clothes for the ‘bag to school’ collection in April. We raised 

£20. Please start putting away unwanted items so that we can try to raise more in October. Can we get what we used to? Lets 

aim for £70! 

CAKE SALE: 

THANK YOU to all those who supported us by helping to raise a massive £122 at the cake and uniform sale, held on the 29th April. We appreci-

ated your generous cake donations. We shall use our funds to round this up to £200; this shall be used to subsidise the Allotment’s outdoor 

classroom. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

We will be holding a Mufti Day on Friday 27th  May– wear what you like (it may even be sunny!!) Suggested donation: 50p. 

 

ONGOING FUNDRAISING 

 

THESE ARE GREAT! 

Don’t forget to get your easy to use Stikins name labels (for clothes/shoes/books/bottles etc) via the school website, in the Laira 

Green Shoots Community Forum Section. The forum receives a massive 25% of sales. OUR  SCHOOL CODE: 35507 



DATES FOR DIARIES. 

Contact details 

Telephone : 01752 660427 

Fax : 01752 255303 

Email : laira.green.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk 

Website: www.lairagreen.com 

School Nurse : Karen Scott 

 Tel : 01752 434119 

PCSO : Charlie Pickles 

Telephone Number : 101 ( non emergency) 

Monday 9th May KS2 SATs start 

Monday 9th May Nethercott Farm meeting 3pm Mrs Gregory’s classroom 

Wednesday 11th May Hazel class allotment session PM 

Tuesday 17th May KS2 Sports Day at Lipson Academy 9.10am 

Wednesday 18th May Ash allotment session PM 

Friday 20th May Year Five to Nethercott Farm 

Week of 23rd May Walk to School Week 

Thursday 26th May Foundation stage to Pennywell Farm 

Friday 27th May Year Five return from Nethercott Farm 

Friday 27th May Mufti Day 50p 

Friday 27th May Last day of term 

Monday 6th June Non pupil day 

Tuesday 7th June Return to school 

Tuesday 7th June Final meeting for French Trip 

Tuesday 14th June KS1 Sports Day at Lipson Academy 

Friday 24th June Year 1 and 2 to Theatre Royal  

Sunday 26th June Residential Trip to France 

Friday 1st July Year 6 return from France 

Thursday 7th July Year 1 trip to Paignton Zoo 

Friday 8th July Cake donations for Summer Fun Day please 

Saturday 9th July Summer Fun Day 

Tuesday 12th July Year 2 trip to Paignton Zoo 

Friday 22nd July Last day of Term 


