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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
We had a very busy term starting with Ofsted Inspection, moving on to Year 6 SATs and finally 
finishing with Year 2 SATs. I would like to say a  BIG thank you to all the  staff, who have  
supported  the children during their test weeks and in the weeks leading to it. I  would also like to 
say a Big thank you to all the parents for your ongoing home support.  
 

 
Our Year 5  have just returned 
from their residential trip to 
Nethercott farm and really  
enjoyed their stay. They were 
all happy, extremely well  
behaved and a real credit to 
the school and their parents. 
These are some snapshots 
from the  first few days and I 
am sure, the children will be 
talking about it all through the 
half term.  
 

Next term we are looking forward to Year 6 trip to France  and all the class day trips - please see 
the dates for the diaries. 

 
This term we also started to run 
our Walking Bus, which has two  

separate routes. We had to slightly 
alter one of the routes in order to 
make the crossing safer. Please 

see the new map route later in the  
Newsletter. If your child would like 

to join the Walking Bus, please 
contact the school office. These 

are some of the photographs from 
our very first journey.  

 
Suzanne Keith from Road Safety Team with Ricky  the Safety Dog  has visited the school 
and  reminded the children about safety when crossing the road. 
 
On this note, I would like to remind everyone to avoid parking on the yellow zig zags near the 
school entrance as it causes traffic gridlocks and is therefore not safe for the children. 
 
Have a good half term week and please remember that there is a non pupil day on Monday 6th 
June, so we return to school on Tuesday 7th June for our last term and countdown to the  
summer holidays!!! 
 
Have a good Half Term, 
 
Mrs Norgate 
Deputy Headteacher 



Class Percentage Attendance 

Bumblebees 95.8% 

Ladybirds 93.6% 

Caterpillars 94.8% 

Fireflies 92.6% 

Dragonflies 93.9% 

Butterflies 94.6% 

Chestnut 97.4% 

Sycamore 94.2% 

Hazel 91% 

Ash 96.9% 

Birch 97.8% 

Improvement Required. 

All classes should be above 

95% 

Attendance for May 2016. 

Whole School attendance for May 94.9% 

Head teacher Awards. 

Casper M for wonderful Maths Cianna-Jade first reading test and she got 100% well 

done.Isaac, Molly, Casey for handwriting. Sonny D, Megan C, Dilan B, Niomi D and 

Jasmine Y for excellent English work.  

Casper M for getting his diamond badge for 250 house points.  

Niomi for her first 100% reading test.  

Marshall for very good reading with Miss Bickford. Jamie MW for good maths work. 

Frazer R for tying his school tie alone. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Life at Laira Green. 

On Friday 10th June, the school will be celebrating The Queen's 90th Birthday.  The children will be  

invited to wear red, white and blue for the day and there will be a HAT competition - get your creative 

heads on!  

This week, Hazel class wrote letters to The Queen.  We told her what we at Laira Green will be doing to 
celebrate her birthday and asked her some questions about her life. 

 

 

We hope we get some replies! 



Year Five’s at Nethercott Farm 

Here are some photographs of the first few days at the Farm. There will be more to follow in the next 

Newsletter and also on the school website. 

Exploring the Main House. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jobs - 44 eggs and a noisy turkey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The legendary food at the Farm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fun at the Farm! 

 

 



Yo! Sushi visits Year 1. 

This term in our topic work we are looking at the similarities and differences between British and Japanese culture.  

We wanted to give the children an opportunity to experience some traditional Japanese food and perhaps even see 

it being made.  Mr Watson contacted Yo!Sushi to see if they would be happy for us to come and visit their  

estaurant.  Wonderfully, Nick replied saying he could bring the restaurant to the school (almost!).  

The children were excited to meet the sushi chefs even though they weren’t as sure about trying the sushi!  For most 

of the children this was the first time they had tried the famous Japanese dish (let alone attempted to make it).  It 

was a fantastic experience for them.  The team of Yo Sushi! chefs brilliantly guided the children through making a 

‘Maki’ and a ‘Hand Roll’.  At the end, some of the children were keen to try out what they had made; others saved 

that experience for their parents and took their sushi home, along with a certificate to say how well they had done.  

 

I liked making the hand roll – Jayden 

I liked tasting the sweet one. It was hard to roll up the nori (seaweed) - Karson 

I liked the chicken – Frazer 

I enjoyed trying the sweet one; it tasted like pancakes - Darci 

I enjoyed everything! - Jack 

I liked the salad inside. – Marshall 

 



Chestnuts Forest School Sessions. 

 

Great weather for Chestnuts first week! Unfortunately as per usual with a new group the first thing we had 

to do was perform a litter pick. The children were disgusted at the amount of rubbish that piles up in the 

valley . 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

No large shelter up this week because of the wind. It was lucky that it wasn’t raining but if we had put it 

up it would most probably have flapped and ripped and been a bit of an interruption to the session!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On arrival at the forest we were horrified to see that part of the bench we use had been vandalised,  

rendering it unsafe. A mass of charred wood had to be removed and the children set their brains working 

on how we could improvise a replacement.  A large stump on its side ended up being rolled in to replace 

it by a few of the more eager members of the group and we made some pegs to hold it in place.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Chestnut Forest School Week 4 
 

It was the last week this week and we had glorious sunshine! No shelter needed again for us so we could 
crack on, explore and use the skills we have shared over the last few weeks to fill the session.  
 



Tag Rugby Tournament. 

This year proved to be a difficult year to develop a team as some squad members had to miss the  

tournament to visit Nethercott Farm. However, children from Year 6 rose to the challenge and after a 

crash course in the rules joined the squad for a great day at Plymouth Albion’s ground. 

The warm, sunny weather helped greatly and led to some terrific play by the team and some memorable 

try scoring moments. One in particular when Anthony threw ‘a dummy’ which was bought by the whole  

opposition team and he ran in unopposed to score. Khalid managed to score many times due to his  

lightening quick pace which left the opposition in his wake. It is difficult to single out other memorable  

moments as the whole squad rose to the challenge and did Laira Green proud - a huge thank you to all 

involved 

Tag Rugby Squad 2016 

Kelsey D, Keira S, Sophie A, Amelia H, Bobby T, Levi G, Cameron Y, Anthony I, Khalid T and  Owen T,  

Mr M Whitnall 

 



 

 

Classroom Build 

 

On Saturday 4th Sunday 5th of June 

Between 10am - 4pm 

Parents and staff are coming together to prepare the ground for the installation of the 
new outdoor classroom which has been delivered and is ready to be  

installed.. We have volunteers ready to help build the classroom towards the end of 
June, but we still need help on these days to make sure that the ground is ready for  

Jason to landscape the area and time is running out with the  

building sitting on the allotment! We know that together we can make this  

happen, the Year 6 children have been making a start all this week on the ground work 
and made a fantastic effort to get us going, 

 

Whatever time you can spare, even just a few hours will go a long way towards making 
this school project happen and will be very much appreciated, just come along any 

time between the hours stated above. 

 

There will be snacks & refreshments available for all 
We look forward to seeing you! 

Jason 07715291376   



Teacher Highlights 

 

 
On Monday with Michaela in PE, the children really enjoyed working with their partners to make 
shapes with their bodies.  They were delighted and really well engaged. Mr Bright 
 

Mason P. writing independently and being proud of his own achievement within the lesson.  
Mr Jane 
 

Yo Sushi’s visit was brilliant.  The children tried everything and listened carefully to the 
chefs.  We have been given 6 rice mats and 2 cook books to have our own attempts.  A great 
day. Mr Roe 
 

Rewarding specific children this week for their efforts in writing, maths and care and courtesy. In 
creative writing the children were using much neater handwriting and taking time and care over 
their presentation of work. It was great seeing the smiles on their faces when they were  
presented with the certificates I had made. Mr Jane 
 

Descriptive/ extended - Writing - The children did so much and many did  such a great job that 
we had an impromptu 5 minute golden time. Some examples - Yasmine used the purple pen  
correctly(first time), Presley remembered his finger spaces (independently), Jason and Sidney 
both managed 3 sentences without adult support to keep on task and James used the Purple pen 
to correct his work. Mr Roe 
 

Some beautiful writing was completed this week.  Ellie’s suspenseful text about a rescue mission 
was excellent.   Mr Bright 
 

Great paired work in a Talk It Solve It Activity by many children in Hazel! Mrs Hunter  
 

Lovely group work in English from Kayleigh and Charlie in preparing presentation about the water 
cycle.  
Robert - while working with him, he noticed that a relative embedded clause was just like an  
extended noun phrase!  What a great link he made independently!  :o)  :o)  Really made me 
smile :o) 
 

My English group getting all excited about having freedom to present their salmon texts next 
week during SATs.  We are sharing a Google doc to assist with printing of pictures found on the 
internet.  They are also confident to share documents with me that they wrote in home classes.  I 
asked them before break to share them and they all did it in break time for me.  Great!  What wizz 
kids they are! Miss Sammels 
 

Playtime on Thursday afternoon, lovely weather and lots of excitable children. Someone (may 
well have been me…) had the bright idea of playing ‘Get Mr Blake!’ and I ended up being chased 
around all play time and then being taken to ‘jail’ for ‘stealing money’ (?!?!) but it was ok because 
‘they would let me go if I said sorry’. Cue chants of, “Jail! Jail! Jail!” as I had 10 or so children 
hanging off me and dragging me onto the decking over and over again. Needless to say, I  
returned to PPA looking a little dishevelled! Mr Blake 
 

Final forest school for Chestnut class. (until next year). It was lovely to see all the skills they have 
learned over the last 4 weeks put into practise. They managed a lot of tasks independently, were 
most resourceful and team work was clearly evident. The toasted marshmallows an extra bonus! 
Thank you to Mr Blake for making it all possible. Mrs Owen 



 
 

Spaces available for September 2016 for Two, Three and Four Year Olds 

 
 

 
 

 

An exciting opportunity to join the Greenshoots Team 

 

 

Contact Kerry, Greenshoots Manager on 01752 228272 

Email us at greenshootspreschool@gmail.com 

Find all the latest Greenshoots news at www.lairagreenshoots.com 

Greenshoots is a friendly, caring pre-school which provides a happy, safe and  
stimulating environment, where children are able to thrive and learn.  Set within the 
grounds of Laira Green Primary School, we have the privilege of being able to use 
many of the school’s excellent facilities, such as the music room, ICT suite,  
playgrounds and halls. 

 

Our setting has an open-plan layout and has a lot of natural light, which is enjoyed 
by the children, and creates a home from home feel.  Greenshoots were praised  
by Ofsted in June 2015, and received a GOOD rating. 

 

We believe young children learn best through activities that are fun and enjoyable.  
We take pride in getting to know each child to harness their interests and to cater 
for their individual learning needs.  We have a team of highly trained staff who  
work closely with parents/carers to ensure their child receives the best possible 
care and early years education.  In our most recent inspection report, Ofsted  
commended Greenshoots for the ‘good rapport built with families’.  Ofsted also 
praised how ‘children develop good literacy skills because staff expertly teach  
them to identify letter sounds’.  

From September 2015 we started accepting 2 year olds.  We recognise the real  
benefits of having a mixed age setting and work creatively with our superb  
environment to provide great learning and living experiences for all children. 

 

We also have some spaces available in our popular Breakfast and After School  
Club sessions.  Please contact us for more information. 

 
Greenshoots is currently advertising for a new manager to cover for maternity leave from Sep-
tember 2016.  For further information please contact us using the details below. 



DATES FOR DIARIES. 

Contact details 

Telephone : 01752 660427 

Fax : 01752 255303 

Email : laira.green.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk 

Website: www.lairagreen.com 

School Nurse : Karen Scott 

 Tel : 01752 434119 

PCSO : Charlie Pickles 

Telephone Number : 101 ( non emergency) 

Monday 6th June Non pupil day 

Tuesday 7th June Return to school 

Tuesday 7th June Final meeting for French Trip 

Tuesday 14th June KS1 Sports Day at Lipson Academy 

Friday 24th June Year 1 and 2 to Theatre Royal  

Sunday 26th June Residential Trip to France 

Friday 1st July Year 6 return from France 

Thursday 7th July Year 1 trip to Paignton Zoo 

Friday 8th July Cake donations for Summer Fun Day please 

Saturday 9th July Summer Fun Day 

Tuesday 12th July Year 2 trip to Paignton Zoo 

Friday 22nd July Last day of Term 


