
 

Newsletter 

November 2016 
 



Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thank you for your attendance at our recent parent’s evenings - it’s a great opportunity to discuss your 

child’s progress and to share their learning with you.  Lots of parents have commented on the high  

standard of the handwriting seen in books.  We are also very pleased with the children’s high expectations 

of themselves and their eagerness to be awarded their pen licence.   

If you were unable to attend a parents meeting this week, please contact the office and we shall make  

another appointment. 

Mrs Debbie Mitch has been appointed as our new School Business Manager.  Mrs Mitch worked at  

Victoria Road and is very experienced in school finance and will be working hard to make sure the school 

maintains a healthy budget during these times of budget cuts.  

Our year six children raised £140 from the Cake Sale, which they organised themselves, to cover the cost 

of the foundations of the outdoor classroom on the allotment.  Once the classroom is built, we intend to 

have a grand opening with the Lord Mayor in attendance.  Jason would appreciate any offers of help to 

make sure the classroom is up before the end of term.   

We have several prestigious events coming up - we are presenting our international work at the  

International School Award Presentation event, run by the British Council,  when we collect our award for 

our international work.  Mrs Ford is responsible for leading our International studies- thank you Mrs Ford! 

We are also collecting our Silver Healthy Child Award this term in recognition of the children’s work and 

understanding on keeping safe and healthy.  I am grateful to Mrs Hughes for leading this project. 

I shall look forward to seeing parents at our Carol Services and Christmas Fair - keep an eye on the dates 

for diaries on the back of this newsletter as well as the calendar on the school website, lairagreen.com 

In light of my recent resignation, should you have any concerns about the future of Laira Green please 

come and see me!  

Best wishes, 

 

Miss D Bailey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read  Write Inc. 

Hanna W and Niomi D have successfully completed out Phonics Scheme (Read Write Inc.) and will now 

work with their class on Literacy.  



Attendance for September 2016 

 

Headteacher Awards 

Caitlin S-M for her pen license 

Ruby R, Isaac A and Jaden P for his pen license 

Jack A and Lily-Bow for  lovely reading to Miss Bailey 

Hollie-Mai, Kyra and  Hannah  for using conjunctions 

Tushar for  fantastic Maths. 

Kayla T for her pen license. 

Sid, Erin, Alex , James and Jack for correct use of punctuation in their story of  

‘The Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig’ 

Damien for times tables. 

Ruby-Rose  and Marley for getting their first 100% in her reading record. 

 Caitlyn S M  for getting her pen licence.  

Tushar  for excellent maths work. 

Class % 

Bumblebees 93.6% 

Ladybirds 94.2% 

Caterpillars 96.10% 

Fireflies 89% 

Butterflies 94.4% 

Dragonflies 96.4% 

Chestnut 94.8% 

Sycamore 95.5% 

Oak 95% 

Cherry Tree 96% 

Hazel 95% 

Ash 90% 

Birch 91.6% 



Life at Laira Green 

 

                            Cake Sale 

A huge thank you to everyone who helped our recent Cake Sale to be a  

super success.  Your cake donations and purchases helped us to raise an amazing 

£141 towards the cost of our allotment classroom.  A special thank you is due to our 

Year 6 pupils who not only gave up their break time and time after school to sell the 

cakes but who were extremely courteous and efficient at all times. 

 

 

Halloween Disco 

The spooks came out to play and had good fun at the disco!!  We were all very impressed with the creative outfits 

and make up – we didn’t recognize our pupils!   A big thank you to the Parents Forum for organising the discos – 

and a big thank you to all the parents who got our pupils squeaky clean for the following day at school!!  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Bank 

Don't forget that Laira Green now has its own bank.  We would love to help your children to get into good 

habits by saving for a special event.  Just direct them to Mrs Barker (Birch class) for an application 

form.  Once their account has been opened, children may save as little or as much as they want, as often 

or as infrequently as they like.   

 

 

 



Harvest Festival 
 
Thank you all for your kind Harvest gifts which have been donated to The Plymouth  
Foodbank. 
 

We had so many donations and the foodbank representative was very touched by your  
generosity. 
 
"Thank you for such a lovely harvest assembly.  It is all greatly appreciated and it was good 
to see the values being passed on to the children."   Vicky Higman, Foodbank 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
We would like to say a big thank you to all the parents from Ladybirds and  
Bumblebees who contributed to the Harvest collection. Everyone did really well 
and pulled together to show support to the wider community. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Poppy Appeal 
 
We are supporting the Poppy Appeal again this year. 
Some children from Year 6 will be selling the poppies at  
breaktime for a small donation.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On Friday 18th November we will be supporting 
Children in Need alongside our annual mufti for 
donations for the Christmas Fair. We ask that 
mufti be anything spotty as the theme is 
SPOTACULAR. Please send along your  
donation for the Christmas Fair as defined by 
the Forum. In addition, we will be selling spotty 
cakes for 20p each on the day to raise money 
for Children in Need. Pudsey bear wristbands 
and pin badges will also be on sale in school from Monday 14th November.  
Thank you in advance for supporting us on this special and worthwhile cause. 



Life at Laira Green 
 

Historical Art in Cherry Class 
 

Cherry class have been learning about the Anglo-Saxons during history lessons this term. We looked at 
the items that were discovered at Sutton Hoo and thought about what they were used for all those years 
ago in our country.   
 
Some brooches were discovered so we looked at their designs and the type of metals that were used. We 
then designed our own brooches based on the originals - trying to use geometrical patterns. Here are 
some of the designs from our sketch books.  
 
Then at last we got our hands on some clay!!! We made a brooch each, added some "jewels" and painted 
using metallic paint. We were very careful and took our time to make our designs come to life.  
 
Here are some of the final brooches - we are very proud of our skills and creativity! 

 
 

 
The Allotment Project. 

 
We have been very busy working away on the allotment building the new classroom and would like to 
thank the parents, staff and especially the children for all their hard work in raising the much-needed 
funds to help with some of the added costs of the building work, without their help we would not be where 
we are right now. This classroom is for the children and will give them a fantastic outdoor learning space. 
They are, as are we - very excited and looking forward to seeing the building finished. Again, a big thank 
you to everyone who has helped to raise funds and volunteering at the allotment to bring this project to 
life. 
 

 
Visit by Brian Pollard, the artist. 

Mrs.Ford arranged for renowned artist Brian Pollard to visit Laira Green on Thursday 20th October to do 

an art workshop with Key Stage 1 pupils. He showed the children how to create a landscape picture  

depicting local features found on Plymouth Hoe. The children were extremely excited about the visit and 

painted with great enthusiasm as Brian supported them throughout the afternoon. The results can be 

seen on our display in the lower corridor. Thank you Brian! 



During half term Mr Blake undertook the Hill and Moorland Leader Training Course. This involved three 

days of theory, planning, navigation and walking on Dartmoor. The weather was fantastic which helped 

keep people’s spirits up and the amazing landscape definitely showed itself to be treacherous as well as 

awe inspiring, beware of the bogs! Mr Blake will take a three day assessment course in the New Year with 

a view to entering a Laira Green Junior Ten Tors (Junior, not full Ten Tors) team next summer. In time  

letters will be offered to interested Year 6 children and team selection team will follow before taking part in 

training and similar events with other Devon and Cornwall schools.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s University Passports. 

Laira Green Primary School is working alongside Plymouth City Council with The Children’s  

University, which is an International critically-acclaimed charity. It encourages all children aged 5 

to 14 years to try new experiences, develop new interests and acquire new skills through  

participation in innovative and creative Learning Activities outside of the school day. Learning  

Activities are designed to raise aspiration, self-esteem & confidence, encourage curiosity and a 

love of learning, enhance motivation and build resilience, introduce new life experiences, offer 

progression in learning and personal skills development. 

The scheme works as follows: 

- Children can collect hours by taking their passport along to an approved club to get it signed.  

- School clubs also count towards this, either clubs during the lunchtime, or after school clubs. 

- When your child reaches a certain amount of hours, they can obtain a certificate by bringing 

their passport to school for Mr Whitnall to sign. The certificate will be sent by Plymouth City 

Council. 

- Once your child reaches 100 hours, they will be added to a list so that they can attend an award 

ceremony at the University of Plymouth. 

The school issues the passports at a subsidised cost of £1 per passport. 

If you would like your child to join the scheme, please send £1 in an envelope to Mrs Bryan in the 

office, who will then issue a passport for your child. 



 

 

 

Teacher Highlights 

 

The children were inspired by the use of pens and the possibility of achieving their pen licences. Amazing 
effort from all!  Isaac A, Ruby R, Kayla T(Y4) and Jaden P (Y5)  have already got their pen licences. Mrs 
Norgate 
 

The children have really taken to the Anglo Saxon topic and produced some wonderful creations, most 
notably from Viktoria who brought in a lovely long house that she had made at home and Xander who  

produced an outstanding helmet.  Mr Hutchinson 

We had a wonderful time at Forest school this week. The children worked really well together and seemed 
to be growing in independence as they used their forest school skills.  Some children even managed to 
light their cotton wool with the fire steels. Mr Bright 
 
Seeing how kind some of the children are with each other, especially Daniel and Kylan.  Lovely caring  
natures!  Mrs Hughes 

 
Seeing such lovely handwriting from the pen licence. Miss Sammels 

 
Halloween disco. An amazing array of weird and wonderful costumes yet again! The children all looked 
fantastic.  Mrs Owen 

 
My two recorder players Ayman and William turning up every week for the club and Miss Scott’s science 
staff meeting - fun and informative!  Mrs Buckingham 

 
Looking back at the progress in handwriting for everyone in Sycamore class this term. Their joined  
handwriting is looking beautiful and shows how hard they have been working on this. Miss Bishop 
 

I loved the performance poetry in Chestnut class’ assembly! The enthusiasm and coordination of the 
words and actions was magnificent!  Mr Blake 
 

Children acted out the Parable of the Lost Sheep outside in the playground. They were very animated as 
sheep - what a hoot! Stanley did brilliantly as the shepherd and Dolcie was confident as the lost sheep! 
Will follow it up with some writing this week!  Mrs Ford 
 

Mathematics - learning this week was excellent.  The children were using their rhyme, practical Numicon 
and finishing with the bar method to calculate their number bonds to 10. Mr Roe 
 

The children’s enthusiasm for the Cake Sale and generally for anything thrown at them!  They are  
definitely a bunch who are ready and willing to have a go, an admirable quality.  The children have been 
successful in raising more than the targeted sum of £120 by giving up their break time and being willing to 
stay behind after school.  The total raised was £141. Mrs Barker 
 

Niomi and Megan getting 20/20 on their 2x tables test - showing that hard work, practising at home has 
really paid off. Well done girls! Mr Jane 
 

Cherry Tree class made some beautiful brooches in Anglo Saxon style - the children looked really  
carefully at the artefacts from Sutton Hoo and tried to copy the geometric patterns.  They also painted 
them with metallic paint and added some “jewels”.  Superb effort, Cherries.  Ms Scott 
 

We've had so much donated for Harvest by our lovely parents, they really have been generous! Miss 
Simpson 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Using the fraction cards throughout the week to support maths has been astonishing!  The  
children used the cards to support their learning as well as to help them identify patterns. Yasmine, very 
early on in the week, was making connections between fractions and gave a very advanced answer to a 
question I asked because she could see it in front of her; a very exciting moment! Mr Watson 
 

In RE, we looked at the Exodus from Egypt and in particular the 10 Plagues - the children wrote a diary 
entry about how they might feel after one of the plagues (link to the School Development Plan and writ-
ing for different purposes). They were very funny and the children enjoyed writing about the gruesome 
experiences they had had.  Mrs Larsen 
 

Hearing our Head Girl, Skye, attempting to ‘up sell’ some stationary to Mr Bright whilst running the  
stationary shop!  Good girl Sky!  Miss Bailey 
 

Our space topic has been a highlight for both myself and the children. They have been very enthusiastic 

about it and keen to learn more. At the end of the week we watched a short clip of the Northern lights. 

The children walked away calling it by its correct name, Aurora Borealis. It was wonderful to hear them 

talking to each other about space having no oxygen or gravity, naming the eight different planets. I even 

heard one child remember that Saturn’s biggest moon is called Titan! Well done Ladybirds! Miss Taylor  

 

 

 

 

 

CO-OP LOCAL COMMUNITY FUND 

We have recently received some fantastic news. Greenshoots Pre-school and 

Wraparound Care has been selected to receive funding from the Co-op Local 

Community Fund. The funds will help us to further develop our Outdoor 

Learning Environment by enabling us to buy bikes and scooters, a mud 

kitchen, weather boards and other resources. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP. The more support we get the more funding we could  

receive. If you are a Co-op member, every time you purchase any Co-op 

branded products, from either Pike Road or Torridge Way Co-op, and use 

your membership card 1% will go to a local cause. You can choose 

Greenshoots as your local cause by logging into your Co-op Membership 

account. This will mean the whole of the 1% will come to Greenshoots. If you 

don’t choose a cause then the 1% is spread across 3 local causes. 

If you are not a member then please join and support Greenshoots. 

Thank you for your support. 



 

 

 

 

Holly Edmonds attended the Graduation ceremony at Plymouth University to collect her gold award. This 
is in recognition of the many hours she has put in attending outside clubs and extra activities in her own 
time. Well done and congratulations Holly - great work. 
 
If you would like to find out more about the Children's University please contact Mr M Whitnall or Mrs M 
Bryan at school 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community News 

                        

 

Calling all Year 4 and Year 5 Boys and Girls!!!!! 

 

Drake FC and its Drake Roots Football Academy are seeking boys and girls of all abilities to join 

our professional and friendly club to help create new teams at U9's and U10's age groups.  

 

If you are interested in playing football in a fun and relaxed environment then please contact our 

Youth Development Officer:  

 

Stuart Rickard on: 07590652534 or Email: Drakefcroots.rickard@hotmail.com 

 

Search us on Facebook:  DRAKE F.C 



TERM 1 & 2 
Wednesday 9th November Ash Class Forest School  

Weekly until 30th November 

Friday 11th November Fireflies Allotment visit 

Friday 11th November  Butterflies Class Assembly 

Wednesday 16th November Oak Allotment visit 

Friday 18th November  Caterpillars Class Assembly 

Monday 21st-23rd November Year 5  Bikeability 

Wednesday 23rd November Cherry Tree Allotment visit 

Friday 25th November Hazel Class Assembly 

Tuesday 29th November Flu immunisation for year 1-3 

Friday 2nd December Sycamore Class Assembly 

Tuesday 6th December KS1 Christmas Carol Service 

Wednesday 7th December Birch Class Forest School 

Weekly until 18th January 

Thursday 8th December  KS2 Christmas Carol Service 

Friday 9th December Choir to Lord Mayor’s Carol Service 

Friday 9th December Dragonflies Class Assembly 

Friday 9th December School Christmas lunch 

Friday 16th December Last day of Term 

Tuesday 3rd January  Non Pupil Day 

Wednesday 4th January Return to school 

Wednesday 4th January Foundation Stage to Theatre Royal 

DATES FOR DIARIES 

Contact information for Laira Green Primary School 

Telephone Number: 01752 660427 

Website: lairagreen.com 

Email: laira.green.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk 

 

School Nurse: 01752 434119 

 

PCSO: Megan Davis-Butler 

Non emergency Number 101 




