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Dear Parents, Carers and Pupils, 

This is my final newsletter for Laira Green Primary School!  

I would like to thank the whole school community for the support, advice and warmth that you 
have all shown  me during my seven years at LG.  Since 2009, many changes have taken place 
and I am pleased to leave Laira Green in a strong position which is due to the hard work,  
commitment and dedication of the school stakeholders. 

I shall be eternally grateful for the strong leadership and decisiveness of Mr Peter Pratt, (Chair of 
Governor 2012 -2014) who kept the school on it’s path of school improvement during a very 
rocky period.  Over the years the Governors have supported school improvement and maintained 
the ethos, vision and aims for the pupils of Laira Green.  

Despite intense pressure from government and local professionals, the Governors and myself 
have fought the academy agenda and therefore the school has not joined any local or national 
multi academies trust.  The governors have and will continue to make decisions based on what is 
right for our pupils and staff.  

I shall of course be grateful to all the staff at Laira Green for their resilience, professionalism, 
dedication and unstoppable drive to ensure the pupils receive a well rounded education. 
Strengths of the school include the music, sport, residential trips and the after school clubs. The 
caring and empathetic approach of staff has created a warm, inclusive and supportive culture 
whilst maintaining high standards both socially and academically. 

To all the parents of Laira Green past and present - you have been amazing! You have  
supported the school and been integral to its success. It has been an absolute pleasure to have 
taught your children - they are all really special and I shall miss them greatly.  The have a strong 
sense of ‘the Laira Green way’ and are compassionate, considerate, trustworthy and very funny!! 

Finally, to my darling pupils!!! You are FAB - U - LOUS!!  I have enjoyed watching you grow and 
progress as you move through the school. All visitors and new staff remark how wonderfully  
behaved and polite you all are - if you slip sometimes you are quick to get back on the right path!!  
I shall miss your sunny smiles, your warm cuddles and your approach to school life. I love  
nothing more that seeing you suggest an idea and then carry it out - you do anything we ask and 
I am immensely proud of all of you!!  You make Laira Green a really special school. 

Finally, finally a big thank you to the office staff.  The office staff  work tirelessly to ensure the 
smooth running of the school. They deal with a range of things from sickness, booking trips, 
chasing orders from staff, organising school uniform, sorting school lunches, attendance etc  and 
always in a polite and professional manner. Mrs Cawse ( our Sals ) has always and will continue 
to be  our face of Laira Green!  To all the office staff -  I shall miss your support and laughter! 

I shall be keeping in touch with many staff and look forward to hearing about your future  
successes and developments.  I will find it very hard to let go of Laira Green as it has quite  
literally been the love of my life! 

All the very best for the future! 

 

Miss D Bailey. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Head teacher Awards 

Dion, Marley, Lola –May, Isaac A, Daisy GW, Bailey H, Pagan, Korey C, Catie B, Harrison, 

Jasmine, Skye, Xander, Michael, Karl, and Cianna - Jade for their behaviour at the  

Remembrance Service at the cemetery. Maisy O for a fantastic learning log. Ellis for  

improvement to her writing. William W for tying his tie. Freddie C, Lucas W, Aiden for their 

handwriting. Jessica F, Billy B, Noah and  Blake for getting a 100% in their reading quiz.  

Codie H, DJ L, Casey S, Yasmine, Leo, Dolcie, Blake and Masie for fantastic reading. 

Freddie F , Willow and Stanley for their letters to Santa. Casper for an amazing Nativity  

creation. Taylor H, Alana and Jacob F for 100% in their reading tests. 

Mason, Declan, Travis and Jasmine for improved reading scores on their quiz.  

Ava G, Mya S and Cody H for fantastic models. Mason W, Beth S, Maisy O, Blake C,  

Freddie F, Leo, William W, Jacob FB and Corey T for fantastic learning logs. 

 

Remembering Mrs Grace Smith 

 

As you are all aware, we very sadly lost our lovely Mrs Smith  

earlier this year. 

We wanted to say a huge thank you for the money that was  

donated in her memory and let you know how it has been 

spent. 

A massive £791 was donated. 

Mr Smith donated a wooden bench for the junior playground, for which we bought a plaque. We held 

a special assembly to unveil the bench last week. 

We bought five table top freezers for Brent Ward at Derriford Hospital, where Mrs Smith received  

wonderful care. Mr Smith had noticed that there were no such facilities on the ward. They were  

overwhelmed and very grateful when Mr Smith and Becky (from the Parent’s Forum) delivered them. 

We visited St Luke’s Hospice on Thursday, with Mr Smith, his son Matt, and his sister, to donate two  

Dyson fans for the patient’s rooms. Dyson also very kindly donated one of their vacuum cleaners for 

the Hospice to use. 

Thank you for Becky for arranging this on behalf of our school. 



Laira Green Bank 

 

Laira Green Bank is now well and truly up and running with customers from across the year 
groups. 

Don’t forget that the Bank is open every Tuesday morning before school during term time.   
Children just need to pop along to the lower hall with their money and sign their paying in book 
(which I have).   

This term’s Super Saver, having been the first customer to make a deposit, comes from  
Sycamore class.  A small prize is on it’s way to you! 

Remember, no deposit is too small. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P.S.H.E. 

Anti-bullying Week 

This year’s theme for Anti-bullying week was ‘Power for Good’.  All of the children across the 

school took part in a range of activities, deepening their understanding of bullying and learning 

how to stamp it out by using their power as individuals to make good choices and be a good 

friend to anyone in need. 

 

The children were enthusiastic in sharing their week’s work at a special assembly and it has now 

been brought together in a new anti-bullying display to both celebrate and remind them of their 

learning. 

 

 

 

 

 



Children’s University Passports. 

Laira Green Primary School is working alongside Plymouth City Council with The Children’s  

University, which is an International critically-acclaimed charity. It encourages all children aged 5 

to 14 years to try new experiences, develop new interests and acquire new skills through  

participation in innovative and creative Learning Activities outside of the school day. Learning  

Activities are designed to raise aspiration, self-esteem & confidence, encourage curiosity and a 

love of learning, enhance motivation and build resilience, introduce new life experiences, offer 

progression in learning and personal skills development. 

The scheme works as follows: 

- Children can collect hours by taking their passport along to an approved club to get it signed.  

- School clubs also count towards this, either clubs during the lunchtime, or after school clubs. 

- When your child reaches a certain amount of hours, they can obtain a certificate by bringing 

their passport to school for Mr Whitnall to sign. The certificate will be sent by Plymouth City 

Council. 

- Once your child reaches 100 hours, they will be added to a list so that they can attend an award 

ceremony at the University of Plymouth. 

The school issues the passports at a subsidised cost of £1 per passport. 

If you would like your child to join the scheme, please send £1 in an envelope to Mrs Bryan in the 

office, who will then issue a passport for your child. 

 

Needlecraft Club 

I am setting up a needlecraft club for Key Stage 2 children every 

Tuesday after school from 3.15pm until 4pm in Birch classroom.  The 

club will begin the second week back after Christmas (Tuesday 13th 

January). 

Activities could include hand sewing, cross-stitching, knitting, crochet 

and machine sewing with a range of projects available for the chil-

dren to choose from.  No previous experience is necessary.   

The club will be free, however, you may be asked to supply a new 

cotton tea towel for one of the projects. 

Mrs Barker  

We raised a fantastic £334 for Children 

in Need this year through our spotty 

cake sale and selling wristbands and 

pin badges. 

Thank you everyone! 



Life at Laira Green 
 
The children in Year 5 braved the dreadful weather to complete their Bike Ability course this term. 
The cold and wet didn't put them off and all performed brilliantly. 
 
Well done to you all ...... and the instructors too! 
 
Some year 4, 5 and 6 children took part in a local schools' Indoor Athletics event at Lipson CC in  
November. They all had a great evening and took every challenge in their stride. Congratulations to 
all of the team and to Mr Roe who helped train them up. We will be back next year to win it! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On December 1st, Hazel class visited Manor Court.  We sang some Christmas songs for the  
residents and then shared some of our home learning with them.  We were also very lucky to get a 
Christmas goody bag each! 
After some mince pies and drinks we sang a few more songs and several of the residents joined in 
with Away In A Manger.  As we were leaving, we did a countdown for the Christmas lights to be 
switched on. We all had a really lovely time with the residents and hope they enjoyed it too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As part of our DT and our topic work on Vikings, Hazel class designed and made their own Viking 
ships.  We researched what the ships were like and how they were made and then designed our own 
sails, dragon heads and shields.  We really had to persevere to get everything completed but are 
very proud of our finished products. 
 
 

 



Hazel class have learnt so much about Judaism this term.  For our final activity, we re-enacted 
the Passover meal, which Jewish people all over the world celebrate every year, remembering 
the times when their ancestors were slaves in Egypt and were then freed with Moses as their 
leader. 
 

All the food that we tried had a symbolic significance: a boiled egg – new life and life as a  
continuing cycle; salt water – tears from the Hebrew slaves; charoset (pickle) – bricks and mortar 
used to build Pyramids; bitter herbs (horseradish) – bitterness of slavery; lamb Bone – the  
sacrificed lamb, blood used for marking the door post; parsley – spring and new life; matzoh 
(unleavened bread) - In their haste to leave Egypt and escape slavery, the Israelites had no time 
to let dough rise for bread; red wine (grape juice!) – joy and happiness in freedom from slavery. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some pictures from our trip to the church, where we had our class doll Poppy baptised. Our 
'parents’ were Alfie E and Lily ,the 'godparents' were Liam, Caleb  Annalise.  
A thank you to Kylan’s Mum and Rosa’s Mum for coming with us to the church. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linked to our Anglo-Saxon topic, Birch class has been designing and making their own  
Anglo-Saxon brooches.  Having researched how the Anglo-Saxon's made theirs, the children knew 
the brooches could be bronze or silver or gold with a geometric design and gemstones.  The results 
were impressive! 

 



Cherry Class have been reading and creating Haiku poetry.  These special verses have 5 syllables in 

the first line, 7 syllables in the second and 5 in the third line.  They are very descriptive and should 

sum up the item chosen as the subject. 

Can you guess what object we were writing about? 

 

 

Shining dazzling  stars 

Glistening in the moonlight 

Glimmering baubles 

By Michael 

Shining like a star 

Branches with decorations 

Presents are waiting 

By Eboni 

Gold and silver star, 

Shining bright on christmas day 

And yummy chocolate. 

By Amber 

On the perfect night 

Santa comes to us tonight 

Presents are waiting 

By Isaac 

Gold and silver angels 

on the tree tops 

Red and white candy canes 

By Sophie 

Shining like a star 

Colourful like a rainbow 

Presents filled with joy. 

By Summer 

Shining like a star 

Festive yummy candy canes 

Amazing colours 

By Paisley 

Shining twinkly stars 

Glistening in the darkness 

Up in the tree top 

By Reece 

The Christmas tree snows 

Snow is falling everywhere 

Candy canes and gold 

By Esha 

Gold jolly angel, 

Festive yummy candy canes, 

Fabulous presents 

By Lola-May 

This year on Christmas 

Shining bright at Christmas time 

Santa Claus is close 

Anon 

Gold jolly angel, 

Festive yummy candy canes, 

Fabulous presents. 

Anon 

  Glowing everywhere 

Gold and silver in the air 

Amazing colours 

By Patty 

Angel on top 

Shining like bright light 

Christmas light beneath me 

Anon 

Shining twinkly stars 

Glistening in the darkness 

High up in the sky 

By Maisy 

This year at Christmas 

Shining bright at Christmas time 

Present are waiting 

By Paisley 

Gold silver angel 

High in the tree sparkling bright 

Jumping in branches 

By Reece 

Angels in the sky 

Looking at your face in sky 

And yummy chocolate 

Anon 

On one perfect day, 

On one jolly month, 

To respect Jesus 

By Cody 



Key Stage 1 Carol Concert. 
 
On Tuesday 6th December, KS1 and Foundation began Christmas with their annual Carol  
Concert. The traditional Nativity story was creatively told through a range of actors, speakers and 
of course our wonderful singers. Special mention most certainly needs to go to Jessica F for her 
incredible solo in ‘Long Ago and Far Away’. What a brave thing for a Year 1 to do! Foundation 
made their debut too with their own performance of ‘5 Little Snowflakes’. All of the staff and  
children have worked incredibly hard, not just on the day but in the build up too. It meant a lot to 
see such a great turnout at St. Mary’s so thank you to all who took time out of their day to come. 
Furthermore, CD sales are doing really well (though we haven't made the charts just yet!). Re-
member you can get your copy of the CD for £3 from the school office. Thanks to Mr George and 
Mrs Buckingham for organising everything. We're certainly feeling festive now and we hope you 
are too!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Key Stage 2 Carol Service and The Choir singing St Andrews Church. 
 

Once again our KS2 children excelled themselves during our Carol Service, singing to a 
packed church with many of the congregation moved to tears! Well done to the pupils who 
read the Nativity story with clear and loud voices. 
 
On Friday Miss Bailey and Mrs Buckingham took our choir to sing at the Lord Mayor’s Carol 
Service at St.Andrew’s Church. They sang beautifully and did the school proud. 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

Teacher Highlights. 

The children at Manor Court.  They sang beautifully and they spoke to the residents with real  

interest.  It was lovely to see and a privilege to be there. Mrs Larsen 

The children at Forest School.  They behaved impeccably, working well in teams to light fires  

safely and to help each other with problem solving to successfully erect a tarpaulin.  We’re all 

very much looking forward to our forthcoming visits and to learning new skills.  Hopefully the 

weather will continue to be kind to us!  Mrs Barker 

It’s hard to pick a single highlight; the children of Ash have been a credit to the school in every 

way over the last month.  With Christmas coming and many extra jobs needing to be done, 

they have all been willing to help without complaining or grumbling.  Even with these  

additional responsibilities they have been working as hard as ever in class and have every 

right to be proud of themselves.  Well done Ash!!  

The children that represented the school in the recent Indoor Athletics meeting at Lipson CC 

were brilliant. They competed to the best of their ability, never gave up and were model sports 

boys and girls. Well done to you all !  Mr Whitnall 

Seeing the excitement on the children’s faces when they saw our new role-play area: Santa’s 

workshop! They’ve helped decorate the tree, send out Christmas cards and design, build and 

wrap toys for the other children. The Christmas postbox was full within the hour - I’ve never 

seen the children so inspired to write before! Miss Simpson 

We made masks to remind us about anti-bullying week. They were mainly decorated with blue 

and many children created fantastic catchy slogans to help us remember the messages we 

learnt -  Miss Scott  

I have too many highlights to choose from! However, seeing everything come together for the  

service at the church was a fantastic feeling. I have had some great feedback from parents, 

saying how wonderful the experience was and now they feel extremely Christmassy! Well 

done to all staff and children, it was fantastic to be a part of. Mrs Taylor  

I am really proud of all of the children in Sycamore class for their class assembly.  It was  

lovely to see them all being excited about, and sharing, their fantastic learning that they have 

been working so hard on this term. It has also been a delight to have Larry in our class for two 

weeks in a row! Fantastic effort Sycamore class - Miss Bishop. 

It’s been lovely building up to the Christmas Carol Service; rehearsing all the songs in class. 

The hard work from the children has really paid off and I have enjoyed seeing them enthused 

to practise. Likewise, the Dragonflies Class Assembly where all the children have enjoyed 

learning their lines and preparing for the big day - the children have really created the  

assembly and I am very proud of all their effort and hard work at this busy time of year! Well 

Done Dragonflies - Mr Jane  

The best thing this week has been working with the children at maths club on Wednesday 

lunchtime.  The year 2 children were really thinking and having to work out problems in  

different ways.  The year 6 children were kind and helpful, asking really good questions and 

helping the children to think without telling them the answers.  Mr Bright 



TERM 1 & 2 
Friday 16th December Last day of Term 

Tuesday 3rd January  Non Pupil Day 

Wednesday 4th January Return to school 

Wednesday 4th January Foundation Stage to Theatre Royal 

DATES FOR DIARIES 

Contact information for Laira Green Primary School 

Telephone Number: 01752 660427 

Website: lairagreen.com 

Email: laira.green.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk 

 

School Nurse: 01752 434119 

 

PCSO: Megan Davis-Butler 

Non emergency Number 101 

Cheeki Monkeys Plymouth big baby and children's market, 

 Sunday 11th December 

12-2pm 

Tothill Community Centre, St Judes PL4 9AD 

 Why not book a stall with us and have a clear out  

or pop along for some great bargains, unique Christmas gifts and fun crafts on the day. 

for more information please visit us on our face book page Cheeki Monkeys Plymouth. 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast with Santa  

Santa Claus is coming to town on 18th & 24th December  

for a very festive breakfast at Copthorne Hotel Plymouth  

Enjoy a delicious breakfast, Meet with Santa, Gifts for all the children and Kiddie’s 

DJ with games  

Call the hotel on 01752 224161 to reserve your place 



Class % 

Bumblebees 94.5 

Ladybirds 91.9 

Caterpillars 95.3 

Fireflies 92 

Butterflies 94.6 

Dragonflies 95.8 

Chestnut 96 

Sycamore 97.3 

Oak 95 

Cherry Tree 95.8 

Hazel 95.8 

Ash 93 

Birch 94.8 


