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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Though it was a very short term, the children were very busy, trying to maximise all the learning  

opportunities to achieve their best.  

As you know, just before Christmas, our Y5 enjoyed their bikeability sessions, where they developed and 

mastered their skills in riding a bike. Physical development plays a vital part in developing a child as a 

whole so this term we have offered our Y1 children sessions on Balanceability. Balanceability combines 

unique ergonomic balance bikes with a schedule of fun activities that build confidence, spatial awareness 

and dynamic balance skills enabling young children to cycle without ever needing stabilisers. I was really  

impressed by lots of comments from our Y 1 children, who were able to reflect on their progress and 

achievements.  

We  had a special visitor to talk about the importance of the Holocaust Memorial Day, who also carried out 

workshops with Y5 . 

Our Year 4/5  visited Burrator and despite a long journey and a damp day, have learnt a lot  to support 

their current Topic work.  

I would like to say a big thank you to all parents, who supported their children in making models of the  

Solar System. They look amazing!  Some children spoke to me and said that they worked on their model 

for a few days and  learnt a lot of interesting facts about our Solar system.  

Our current school’s attendance is 94.84%, which is just under our target of 95% and please could you 

make every effort  to ensure that your child’s attendance is as close to 100% as possible. I would like to 

say a big thank you  to all the parents, who booked doctors and dental appointments outside the school 

hours.  

As you know,  w/b 20th February  we are going to hold parents’ meetings in order to inform you about the 

progress, attainment and how to support your child’s learning at home.  

Thank you to all the parents, who have already booked their timeslots on line.  

If you are experiencing difficulties to access your child’s account online, please do not hesitate to see your 

class teacher or our school office. We are looking forward to see you all after  February Half Term. 

Our calendar for Term 4 (Spring 2) is quickly filling up and will be equally busy and  exciting.  

For three weeks our Y 4 children are going to  enjoy  swimming lessons in the Life Centre. On the  3rd of 

March our Y 5 are going to go on their residential trip and will spend a whole week at Nethercott farm. I 

am looking forward to hearing all the exciting stories about their trip. 

I wish you a good half term. 

Mrs Norgate  

Acting Headteacher 

POKEMON cards !! 
 

Dear Parents and carers, 
While school understand the attraction of trading cards and realise that the children find them exciting, 

they are beginning to cause issues in school. So please could you ask your children to keep their cards at 
home and 'trade' with them out of school. If children bring the cards to school, the staff will keep them safe 

until home time and then ask the children to leave the cards at home. 
 
 

Following advice from the School Nurse, we will be declining to administer medicines in school 
UNLESS it has to be taken at least four times a day or more. The school Medicines Policy has  

recently been updated by the governors and is now available on the school website. 

 
Children with an agreed medical plan will continue to have their needs met in school. 



Head teacher Awards 

Asya for doing up her tie for the first time. Alexander B, Ruby , Oscar H, Dixie B, 

Caleb NJ  Elowen T and  Alfie D for independent writing. Tyler A for Fantastic  

Project  work. Karson T for super writing in his topic work. 

 

 

Class % 

Bumblebees 91% 

Ladybirds 92% 

Caterpillars 94.6% 

Fireflies 93.4% 

Butterflies 89% 

Dragonflies 87.2% 

Chestnut 93.3% 

Sycamore 96.06% 

Oak 94.54% 

Cherry Tree 92.7% 

Hazel 95.09% 

Ash 92.06% 

Birch 93.4% 

Attendance  

January 2017 

 
 
 

The winner of January's 'Saver of the Month' draw is KK from  
Sycamore class.  Well done!  A small prize is on it's way to you. 

If you have a school bank account, don't forget to use it - saving a little 
on a regular basis helps your money to soon mount up. 

 



Life at Laira Green. 

 
Liz Berg visit 

 

On Wednesday 25th January, Ash and Birch had the privilege of hearing the family story of Liz Berg - a 

Plymouth resident, whose father-in-law survived the Jewish holocaust of World War 2. They were able to 

see photographs and documents, which were her father-in-law’s only belongings, as he fled Poland to 

England before other members of his family were rounded up and killed.  Liz communicated the  

mistreatment of the Jewish people in a manner which enabled the children to begin to understand the 

gravity and severity of what happened to them.  Understandably shocked and saddened, we spent time 

reflecting on the origins of such events and Liz encouraged us all to stand up to hatred.  The official  

Holocaust Memorial Day is on Friday 27th January. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HMD at Laira Green 

HMD is Holocaust Memorial Day and it is remembered every year on 27th January. This year the theme 

was ‘How can life go on?’ 

Every class took part in discussions and activities thinking about how we should treat each other with 

love,  respect and tolerance.  We learnt about some of the terrible atrocities that have  

happened and continue to happen around the world and how we must stand up against these offences. 

In year 3, the children took time to think of, and draw, their strongest memory.  Most of the strongest 

memories were happy ones.  They included: 

Winning football matches; 

A special Christmas Day; 

Falling down a big hill! 

The arrival of a new sibling; 

Joining Laira Green. 

After this, they looked at a picture drawn by a child from Darfur of their strongest memory.  We will leave 

you to take a close look and see the difference.   

In year 4/5 , the children  talked about the Holocaust and similar acts of genocide in Cambodia, Bosnia 

and Darfur. 

We read the personal story of Abdul Aziz Mustafa, a refugee from Darfur in Sudan, who now lives in  

England.  We thought about what it must be like to be so scared that you want to leave your home and 

your country. 

We then made some word art designs using words that linked to HMD in either a positive or  

negative way. 



The children in Hazel class have been working on some home learning projects.  They were asked to 

make a model or do some research about the topic of SPACE.  Here are some of the projects that have 

been finished so far.  We will put pictures of all the models on the school website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week, Ladybirds and Bumblebees had a week of science all linked to the Billy Goats gruff. We  
started off by testing different objects and materials to find which ones would float. We then designed a 
raft that would get the Goats across the river without having to bump into the mean and hungry troll. Then 
the children used their plans to build rafts, once we had built them we tested them in the water to see if 
they would float. We found out that not all of our rafts floated once we tested them with an animal on! We 
had forgotten about the extra weight. All had lots of fun taking part in our science experiment. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   
 

MEAL TIME ASSISTANTS REQUIRED 

11.45am – 1.00pm  Term Time Only    Grade A Point 6    

We are currently looking for 2 Mealtime Assistants who are reliable, cheerful and  

committed, to supervise at lunchtime and to encourage, lead and initiate games with the 

children.  We aim to make lunchtime a positive and enjoyable experience for everyone. 

An ability to use your own initiative and work as part of a team are essential to the post. 

One position will be to support a specific child, and the length of contract will be  

dependent on the child remaining in the school.  

We will also be looking to create a rota of staff available to work on a casual basis, to 

support staff sickness or absence. 

The school is committed to the safeguarding of all pupils and expects its staff and  

volunteers to share this commitment. An enhanced DBS check and other relevant  

employment checks are required. 

An application form and further details are available by emailing 
laira.green.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk. Alternatively, please visit our website  
lairagreen.com to download the application form, or contact the school office. 
Closing date: Monday 20

th
 February 2017 (noon) 



Wednesday 8th February Sycamore Forest School AM 

Friday 10th February  Valentine/wear red Mufti 

Friday 10th February Last day of Term  

Monday 20th February Return to school - Parent’s Evenings all week 

Monday 20th February—Friday 10th March Year 4 swimming lessons 9am 

Wednesday 22nd February Chestnut Forest School AM 

Wednesday 1st March Chestnut Forest School AM 

Thursday 2nd March Y3 Eden Project Trip 

Friday 3rd March Nethercott Farm Year 5  

Wednesday 8th March Chestnut Forest School AM 

Friday 10th March Chestnut Assembly 9am Lower Hall 

Friday 10th March Year 5 return from Nethercott Farm 

Wednesday 15th March Cherry Tree Forest School AM 

Friday 17th March Biscuit Sale at breaktime 50p 

Wednesday 22nd March Cherry Tree Forest School AM 

Friday 24th March Red Nose Day Mufti £1 

Wednesday 29th March Cherry Tree Forest School 

Friday 31st March Non pupil day 

Tuesday 18th April  Return to school 

Friday 21st April  Caterpillars Assembly 9am Lower Hall 

Friday 28th April Hazel Class Assembly 9am Lower Hall 

Friday 5th May Sycamore Class Assembly 9am Lower Hall 

DATES FOR DIARIES 

 

Efford Christian Fellowship (on Torridge Way, Efford) hold a children’s club every  

Friday, from 6.30pm to 7.45pm. It is for all children in Years 1-6 and is free to attend. 

They have a tuck shop so make sure you take some money for sweets and chocolates! 

They have games, singing,  

quizzes, football, crafts and stories from the Bible. Why not go along to Efford Christian 

Fellowship on Friday at 6.20pm and give it a try?! 

Any questions? Please telephone Stuart on 01752 767711.  



Contact information for Laira Green Primary School 

Telephone Number: 01752 660427 

Website: lairagreen.com 

Email: laira.green.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk 

 

School Nurse: 01752 434119 

 

PCSO: Megan Davis-Butler 

Non emergency Number 101 


