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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I hope that you really enjoyed your Easter break and are ready for another busy term at 

Laira Green. 

The term is full of exci)ng learning opportuni)es - please look at the dates at the back of 

this news le�er, and on our website. The Year 4/ 5  children have already benefited from 

invi)ng Clive Pig into school to introduce the topic of Egypt. The children really enjoyed 

learning about Pharaohs, the process of mummifica)on and many more interes)ng facts 

about life in ancient Egypt. Last  Friday, Hazel’s  class  assembly was all about Egypt and it 

was amazing! Thank you  children- it was a real journey in )me.  

 

 

Next week our Year 6 are going to sit their end of KS2 Tests. We wish them all the best and 

Good Luck!  

Using this opportunity, I would like to say thank you to all of our parents and carers for 

your con)nual support at home, and also to all the staff, who have worked really hard to 

ensure that the children can achieve their best. 

During the test week (8th-11th May) the school will be running  a Y 6 breakfast club to    

allow the children to come to school a li�le bit earlier, and to have some extra )me to relax 

and focus on the exams. In previous years ,the  children have really enjoyed relaxing before 

the tests begin. The school will be open to Y6 children from 8.15 am. 

 

As a whole school we are s)ll working on improving our a�endance.  OFSTED expects  each 

school to achieve 95 % and above. 

 

As you can see from our April figures, not all of the classes  are achieving this expected 

95% +.  Looking at the school’s a�endance data and comparing it with a�ainment, it is very 

clear that the children whose a�endance falls below 95% are struggling to meet Age Relat-

ed Expecta)ons. This means that each year they are slowly falling behind.  

Our children deserve be�er outcomes and we will do all that we can to ensure that they 

achieve their poten)al. Please, could you  therefore support the school in raising a�end-

ance by booking your child’s doctors and dental appointments aFer school, where possi-

ble, and avoid booking any holidays during term )me. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Mrs Y.Norgate 

Ac�ng Headteacher 
 

 

 



Head teacher Awards 

 

Lacie  M, Zac M and Arthur T for fantastic writing and Lacie M for spelling 

                  

 

 

 

Dragonflies 98.15 

Chestnut 97.09 

Sycamore 93.48 

Oak 92.46 

Cherry Tree 95.06 

Hazel 91.95 

Ash 95.03 

Birch 96.60 

Butterflies 95.91 

Class % 

Bumblebees 93.61 

Ladybirds 95.20 

Caterpillars 92.68 

Fireflies 95.00 

Attendance  

April  2017 

94.29 % 

 

 

 

 

      Laira Green School Bank 

 

Wow! - What an amazing month for the school bank! 
 

I have seen a lot of new faces this month and regular savers have been amazed 

by how well their bank balances are growing.  With summer just around the 

corner, you’ll have spending money for your holidays or even more for Christ-

mas shopping! 
 

Hope to see you Tuesdays at 8:30am in the lower 

hall. 
 

Mrs Barker       

                          



English in year 4/5 

 

AFer our amazing visit from Clive Pig, we were inspired to do some 

wri)ng.  We used all the informa)on we had learnt from him and through our 

drama workshop to write a report/fact sheet about Ancient Egypt. 

 

Here are a two examples from Hazel Class.  

                   Leon Lambri 

                                                               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hazel Home Learning. 

 

For our Easter home learning the children made collages of Easter scenes. 

Thank you for all your support with this. 

 

Can Yesil              Maisy Edmonds 



Bumblebees 

 

As part of our Healthy Ea)ng topic week, the children made their own fruit salads by 

cuGng up their choice of fruits, puGng them into a pot and adding some orange juice. 

The children demonstrated great concentra)on, skill and control when cuGng their 

fruits - some of which were very small and fiddly! This ac)vity produced some fantas)c 

wri)ng as the children then wrote a set of instruc)ons detailing the process. Well done 

Bumblebees, keep up the good work!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since returning from half term, Ladybirds have been working really hard to  

improve our wri)ng! We had 3 pupils, who worked so hard, they received a 

head teacher's award!  

We are so proud of them ALL for working so well on their instruc)on wri)ng.  

 We also made some tasty fruit salads to go along with our wri)ng.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cherry class did a Design Technology Challenge last week: 

 

The challenge was this: 

Make a strong structure using only 5 sheets of recycled A4 paper and 

0.5 metres of sellotape - it must take the weight of a large book and 

keep it at least 3cm off the table without collapsing. 

 

They tried many things: 

 

Eventually, Isaac Bingley-Mewes, Jordan Hossein-Kirkland and Jack Harris’s group decided 

to make rolls with the paper.  It was an inspira)onal decision because it meant that the 

structures were much stronger. 
 

 

The rest of the class then used this idea and made thick tubes, thin tubes, long and short 

tubes.  Each group succeeded in comple)ng the challenge. 

Here are some of the crea)ons they made: 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next challenge was to make a structure using only 5 pieces of recycled A4 paper 

and 0.5cm of sellotape that held as many books as possible. 

 

Here is the winning structure: 
 

 
 

 

Well done, Cherries, you are engineers of the future. 

Next week we are star)ng to cut wood with saws - that will be a challenge!! 

 

From Mrs Nigh�ngale  

 



SCIENCE REPORT - GROWING CRYSTALS AT HOME 

 

We have many Scien)sts here at Laira Green and we had a very exci)ng Science 

Week in March 2017. 

Following on from this, two of our children decided to grow some more crystals 

at home. 

Willow grew some in egg shells on her kitchen window sill and Maison grew sug-

ar crystals in a glass.  You have to be very pa)ent as these take several weeks to 

appear. 

Willow and Maison are true scien)sts of the future.  Well done to both of you! 

 

If you want to grow some in your house, follow this link for some ideas.. 

h�ps://www.homesciencetools.com/a/quick-crystal-project 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fireflies class have been designing and making animal puppets from 

junk modelling materials. The children experimented with different fix-

ing materials and then painted their end products. I am sure you will 

agree they did a great job!   



Kira Henderson a�ended the gradua)on ceremony at Plymouth  

University last week to collect her Gold Award. 

She has worked hard a�ending clubs and ac)vi)es out of school hours to 

achieve her award. Well done Kira - a fantas)c effort. 

We are all so proud of you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kwik Cricket 

On Tuesday 16th May we will be taking a team of eight children to take 

part in an inter schools event at Plympton Cricket Club. 

We would love to see parents come along and support the children if you 

are able. 

Many thanks 

            Mr Hutchinson 



   HELP WANTED!  
 

In Founda)on, we have sadly no)ced that many of the resources we 

have are currently dwindling and are not all as suitable as they once 

were. It is that )me of year where we are probably all having a bit of a 

‘sort out’. A )me when we go through the things we have accumulated 

over the course of the year and the things our children may have grown 

out of.  

So, with that in mind, we are puGng out an appeal to you. ……. 

If you have any toys in a clean, safe, suitable condi)on, that you would 

be willing to donate to the Founda)on unit, we would greatly appreciate 

it!!  

We are in need of things, such as: - Toys and games (educa)onal and 

non-educa)onal) - Any larger toys you may wish to get rid of, such as 

sandpits, play trays and playhouses etc - Any outdoor toys at all. - Lego - 

Cars - Construc)on - Dressing up - Dolls and prams - Role play. Of course, 

if there are any other things you have that you think might be suitable 

for the children, then please include that as well!  

ALL DONATIONS, GRATEFULLY RECEIVED!!  

Please bring any dona)ons to the Founda)on unit or the office. If you 

require any help or assistance, please feel free to speak to any member 

of the Founda)on staff. We have always had a lovely turn out with these 

kinds of things and we are sure this )me will be no different! We thank 

you in advance, for what we are sure will be a fantas)c turn out!! And 

please spread the word amongst family and friends!  

There will also be house points available for children who make an extra 

special effort!! 

Many thanks The Founda)on Team  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pilates in Oak Class 

 

Oak Class have started their new PE unit this term which is Pilates. It’s more than a 

bit different from any unit the children have experienced before, lots of slow 

movements and concentrated breathing. Despite this there are s)ll a lot of chil-

dren )red at the end of each session, it’s quite a workout! The calm, concentrated 

atmosphere in the hall is so peaceful as they breathe in and out for counts of four 

and make sure they have straight backs and pointed fingers and toes. Some of the 

balances and stretches we have tried so far are Rock, Siamese, Giraffe and Moun-

tain and we look forward to trying more in the coming weeks.            

Mr Blake  



 

 

 

 

                          
 

 

 

  
 

 

Dash and Dot in Oak Class 

 

This term in Compu)ng Oak Class have been using the robots, Dash and 

Dot. Interac)ng with them using tablets, the children use a variety of 

apps and a specially designed programming language to control the 

bots via Bluetooth. They complete challenges, make noises and have 

flashing lights and can share and modify the code of others. On top of 

all of this they have fun! We will con)nue to educate ourselves about 

the control of these bots and hope to really push the boundaries of this 

technology in the coming weeks.  

 

 

 



 NeedlecraF Club 

 

Our needlecraFers have been hard at work finishing their kniGng samples.  Whilst a 

few (who had already a�empted kniGng at Netherco� Farm or at home) improved 

their kniGng skills, others learnt how to knit for the very first )me. 

 

 
 

 

We are now learning how to use pa�ern templates to cut fabric and, aFer pinning 

and tacking, we will be using a sewing machine to join our pieces to create a bag.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 6 Scientists investigate at Lipson Co-operative Academy 

 

As part of their science learning about ‘Materials and Changes’, Ash & Birch 
classes were invited down to Lipson Co-operative Academy for some hands-on 
investigating. 

 

The children learnt how to separate different materials from a mixture and were 
really excited to be allowed to use Bunsen burners!  This helped them to un-
derstand reversible changes. 

 

They were also treated to a thermite demonstration by Science Teacher, Mr 
Gage which produced an irreversible change when iron was created 9 along 
with a tremendous flash of coloured light! 
 

 

 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                           
 

 

 

 

                                   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

GREENSHOOTS PRE-SCHOOL AND WRAPAROUND CARE  

 

NEWS  

 

The children at Greenshoots Pre-school are learning about 

“people that help them” - if you or you know someone who 

is in one of the emergency services, or is a Doctor or Nurse etc, could pop 

in and speak to children that would fantas)c. Please contact Emma or Na-

talie on Tel:228272.  

Greenshoots has received funding through the Co-op Community Fund for 

their outdoor space and we are currently looking at how we can use this to 

improve the opportuni)es we offer to the children. We have been selected 

again by Co-op, Pike Road as a nominated charity this )me to help fund 

some IT resources for the children. We would really appreciate your sup-

port by becoming a member with the Co-op and the selec)ng us as your 

chosen charity. If you do this 1% of your purchase comes to Greenshoots. If 

you would like more informa)on or some advice about how to register as a 

member then please contact Katusha on Tel: 228272.  

September 2017 will see some changes in the support available to people 

for childcare.  

To find out more please visit the Childcare Choices website at: h�p://

childcarechoices.gov.uk where you can register and find out what support 

you may be en)tled too.  

Greenshoots will be accep)ng 3 and 4 year olds from September whose 

parents/carers are en)tled to the 30 hours free childcare offer. Please visit 

this website to find out more and if you are en)tled: h�ps://www.gov.uk/

help-with-childcare-costs/free-childcare-and-educa)on-for-2-to-4-yearolds. 

You can also contact Greenshoots on Tel: 228272.  

Greenshoots is run by the Laira Green Trust. The Trust would welcome new 

Trustees who have experience of Early Years or running a business and 

would like to give something back to the community. Please contact Emma 

or Katusha on Tel: 228272 to find out more.  

Greenshoots has a Facebook page and website, please visit our website 

where you can keep an eye on upcoming events, as well as see what we are 

learning about. For the website go to: www.lairagreenshoots.com and our 

Facebook page is Laira Green Trust– Greenshoots Pre-school. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In messy art club we have been using shaving foam and food 

colouring to print different 

pa�erns. We have had loads 

of fun geGng crea)ve and 

messy!  

 

 

   
 

 

 



W/C Monday 8th May KS2 SATS  

Tuesday 16th May Kwik Cricket competition 

Tuesday 16th May New Foundation Intake meetings 

Tuesday 23rd May KS 2 Sports Day at Lipson CC 1.30 pm 

Friday 26th May Non Pupil Day 

29th May—2nd June Half Term 

Thursday 8th and Friday 9th June Ice Cream Sale Lower Playground 3pm 

Friday 9th June Bumblebees Assembly 9am Lower Hall 

Friday 16th June Oak Class Assembly 9am Lower Hall 

Tuesday 20th June KS 1 Sports Day 1.15pm Lipson CC 

Friday 23rd June Fireflies Class Assembly 9am Lower Hall 

Friday 30th June  Cherry Class Assembly 9am Lower Hall 

Monday 3rd July Life Caravan 

Friday 7th July Ladybirds Assembly 9am Lower Hall 

Saturday 8th July Summer Fair 

Friday 21st July Year 2 Moving up Assembly 

Wednesday 26th July Year 6 Leavers Assembly 

  

Last day of term Wednesday 26th July 

Thursday 25th May Mufti  Day 

DATES FOR DIARIES 



Contact information for Laira Green Primary School 

Telephone Number: 01752 660427 

Website: lairagreen.com 

Email: laira.green.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk 

 

School Nurse: 01752 434119 

 

PCSO: Megan Davis-Butler 

Non emergency Number 101 


